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Do Present Day Conditions Humble Us?

Orrie D.Yqder
gs.
3»

g^"

i

n

i l l I

I

I

I

I

I

I

I i

n

i l l I I I i i m

i

l

l

I I i

n

I I I m

1 1

I

I

1 1

i

n

i t

i

I

I

i

"•'H
"5©

«5

"5©
9®

«a

i®

m

Then I thought of other mornings
With a deep remorse of mind,
When I, too, had loosed the moorings
With His presence left behind.
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Re)ief and Servjte,:
Notes
'
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Other ships were blown and battered
Other ships were sore distressed,
And the wind that seemed to blow them,
Brought to us both peace and rest.

The Christian and
War
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All day long His presence lingered,
All day long He stayed with me,
And we walked in perfect calmness
O'er a very troubled sea.

B. M. Books
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I met God in the
morning,
When t h e d a y
was at its best,
And his p r e s ence came like
sunrise,
Like a glory in
my breast.

H. H. Brubaker
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I MET GOD IN THE
MORNING

Jesse F. Lady
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So I think I know the secret
Learned by many a troubled way;
I must meet God in the morning
If I want Him through the day.
—Exchange.
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RELIEF AND SERVICE COMMITTEE
Mennonite Clothing Donations for
Needy Londoners
In the distribution of clothing in England
our workers give in a variety of ways. Some
clothing goes to individual persons and
families whom they deem to be needy; some
is given to children who are brought to the
clothing depot. Still another way of distribution is the giving of clothing to the individual churches for apportioning to their
own needy members.
Upon receiving some layettes and quilts
from the Mennonite Clothing Depot, the
minister of a large Congregational Church
in London (Trinity Church, Poplar) writes:
"There is a great deal of poverty in this
district and the needs of our people have
been aggravated by severe bombing . . . The
layettes are far superior to anything we
have ever been able to give before. And the
quilts are peculiarly precious as representing the work of your own hands. God bless
you all: this gift is a heartening expression
of our fellowship in Christ.
"Sincerely yours,
Alan Balding."
* * * * *
Expenditures for Relief During Fiscal
Year of 1941-1942
During the fiscal year of 1941-1942 the
Mennonite Central Committee-spent the following for relief work in the various countries:
England, (including $32,807.30 worth of
clothing of which $22,000 worth were sent
by C a n a d i a n Mennonites) $65,440.37;
France, (including $11,001.36 worth of
clothing) $43,720.88; Paraguay, (including
$6,851.33 worth of clothing) $19,165.43;
India $11,614.05.
Total expenditures for relief work, including clothing shipments, was $139,940.73.
* * * * *
Greetings from Workers in France
Before leaving France on November 6,
1942 Bro. Joseph N. Byler was asked by
Bro. Henry Buller and Sister Lois Gunden
to extend to their friends in America the
season's greetings and to thank the churches for their prayerful support. Bro. Byler
reports that both Bro. Buller and Sister
Gunden were in good health and spirits at
the time of his departure.

* * * * *

Mennonite Central Committee Holds
Annual Meeting
On December 28 and 29, 1942 the annual
meeting of the Mennonite Central Committee was held at the Mennonite Home Mission in Chicago. Besides the Committee
members, over 40 guests were present.
Reports that covered the last year's work
of the Committee were presented. Bro. O. O.
Miller as Executive Secretary gave a general summary of the Committee's 1942 activities. Bro. H. A. Fast as General Director
of Mennonite C. P. S. camps submitted a report which showed the rapid expansion of
the C. P. S. program during 1942 from 7
camps to 21 camps and from 615 men to
2,344 men.
Other reports were made by Bro. Jesse
Hoover, Secretary of the Peace Section, and
Bro. Ernest Bennett, Assistant Treasurer.
Of special interest were the reports from
Bro. Joseph N. Byler and Dr. John R.
Schmidt regarding their respective services
in France and Paraguay.
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Outstanding in the Committee's business
discussion were plans and prospective plans
for relief work as opportunities open and
resources permit. Unanimous opinion was
expressed to support preparatory measures
for post-war relief and reconstruction work
and "using consistently and systematically
organized relief units for this purpose."
Executive Committee officers were reelected as follows:
P. C. Hiebert
Chairman
P. H. Unruh
Vice-Chairman
O. O. Miller
Secretary-Treasurer
H. S. Bender
Assistant Secretary
Allen Yoder
5th Mem. of Exec. Com.
The two days' session reviewed a gratifying year's work—the busiest in the Committee's twenty-two years. It also sought to
project into the future with a view to serving the Mennonite Church in her testimony
of peace and goodwill.
Gratitude from French Children
Our workers in France have received over
2,000 letters of thanks from French school
children and others who have benefited by
the Mennonite relief program. Below is an
excerpt translated from one girl's letter:
"For the children of France Providence
has called on generous men with a good
heart, animated by the spirit of Christ. This
has inspired in them a great pity for the
children, innocent victims of the war. These
good hearted men are the American Mennonites . . . Owing to the health-restoring
food which you have offered us, dried vegetables, etc., for a short time at least we
will not know any restrictions. Our body
will be able to grow, to develop strength,
our health will improve and in spite of the
sufferings of the war we will be strong and
robust. Hail the American Mennonites with
their noble and generous heart!"

i ••» i

PEACE SECTION NOTES
Classification and Appeals
Due to more recent developments in regard to classification, causing a general
tightening up along many lines, some of our
men are having difficulty in the classification desired. It is quite important that
proper steps should be taken without delay
to get reclassification if one is not put into
the proper class. It cannot be stressed too
urgently nor too often that appeals should
be made within ten days.
There seems to be unexpressed feeling on
the part of many local leaders that it is not
very important to take the proper steps for
themselves but that things will somehow be
worked out by headquarters. This is an
erroneous assumption. If proper steps are
not taken from the beginning it makes it
extremely difficult for us to do anything
later.
In view of the increasingly stringent rules
concerning parole of those who are sentenced to penitentiary terms, it seems quite
important to us that local leaders and the
men themselves should be properly informed and do all within their power in
their own individual cases.
If your case, then, is due for consideration within the near future, make certain
that you know the proper steps. If you
cannot get the information locally you had
better write to us in advance. We expect
to get out a bulletin which will discuss more
in detail the procedure. The booklet will
be available in January.—J. W. H.

Bonds
We call attention again to the necessity
of having your full name on bond subscriptions. Bonds cannot be registered with only
the initials. Unless you sign your full name
it only causes delay and added correspondence.—J. W. H.
Civilian Bond subscriptions continue to
come to Provident Trust Company at the
rate of about $40,000 per week. The total
subscribed from the beginning of this plan
to December 3 amounts to $527,100.00 Approximately eighty-five per cent of this
total so far has been from Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ sources. No investment
of funds at Provident Trust Company has
been authorized since that of October 9.
The Civilian Bond Committee is assured
that government issues suitable for these
funds will very soon be available. The
Treasury Department representatives have
requested and are getting monthly reports
of all subscriptions received by Provident
Trust Company, and we understand are now
making the information available to all
County and State Bond Sales Headquarters,
concerned—O. O. M.
When Writing to the Boy in
C. P. S. Camp

Don't
. . . write long letters for several times
and then stop writing or write only occasional postal cards.
. . . tell of good times in such a way as to
make him think he is missing a lot.
. . . send your sympathy. He doesn't need
it and he doesn't want it.
. . . mention unpleasant things about
which he can do nothing and does not need
to know.
. . . send repeated invitations for him to
come home for some social functions. He
has only a limited- amount of leaves and
absences.
Do
. . . write regularly even if not lengthily.
. . . be cheerful. Tell of the things around
home which interest him.
. . . remember his hobbies and interests
and help him to continue them in camp. If
he reads, send him a book he will enjoy.
. . . let him know in whatever way possible that the home church is interested in
his testimony and everyone wishes him well.
. . . write to those boys whom you know
only slightly. Your interest in them will
surprise them and encourage them.

i ••• i

CIVILIAN PUBLIC SERVICE
For the Boys Working in Mental Hospitals
With the opening of the State Mental
Hospital at Norristown, Pa. to Mennonite
boys from mid-western camps, the fourth
unit of hospital men will be functioning.
These units of men number around 25 at
each hospital. In order to provide a wholesome spiritual life for the boys and to organize their life in the most helpful manner, Bro. John Mosemann (heretofore director at Grottoes, Va.) has been appointed as
an assistant general director to Bro. H. A.
Fast. Bro. Mosemann's work will take him
on regular visits to the boys in the several
hospitals.
Bro. and Sister Mosemann have served
the longest of any camp staff members at
any given camp. Until Bro. and Sister Paul
Bender transfer to Grottoes as director and
matron respectively, Bro. Delvin Kirchhofer
is in charge of the camp.
* * * *
For the "Enrichment of Camp Life"
Mid-term reports from camp educational
directors give an interesting imnression re(Continued on page 22)
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W h y Was Christ Tempted?

T

HE construction of a railroad bridge
over a great chasm hundreds of feetdeep was completed. The first trains, two
huge locomotives, approached and stopped
in the center. The engines looked so massive—the iron and steel work of the bridge
so like' a spider's web supporting them!
While the engineers and firemen kept those
tremendous tons of iron beating and quivering upon the bridge for nearly half a
day, they sat in their cabs, laughed, and
chatted with seeming indifference. Were
they thus suspended in mid-air to find out
whether there was any inherent weakness
in the newly-built structure? No, they were
there to prove and demonstrate to all who
saw them that this bridge was worthy of
their confidence; that they might venture
upon it, trust themselves to it unreservedly,
and without the shadow of a fear. All the
weight of temptation was crowded on our
Lord Jesus Christ in that hour when the
devil met Him, not to see whether there
was any inherent weakness or tendency to
sin in Him, but to show Him as the unbreakable bridge upon which we might
fling ourselves without reserve, and in unhesitating confidence.—Anon.
1 *tm

Our Editor, Bro. Stump, has been bedfast for the past week again. Never having
fully regained his strength since his illness
in the Fall, and now having contracted a
severe cold, his condition at this writing is
quite serious. The prayers of the Church
in his behalf will be appreciated.

The tap is nothing apart from the reservoir, and the underground pipe-lines. It
is merely the last item in a vast and interrelated system, that finally leads back to
the lonely solitudes of the hills—the gathering grounds of the rain.
So it is with Christian virtues. Some
there are who, while thinking Christian
morality very desirable, imagine it to be
ensured apart from the Christian religion.
Like the Arabs and the tap, they fail to see
that the secret is further back, in the great
sources that inspire and sustain the moral
life.—Christian Herald.
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The Hot Water Taps

L

AWRENCE of Arabia tells of 'two Arabs
who once came with him on a visit to
England. Their one regret was that they
could not take the hot water taps back with
them. Lawrence found it impossible to
make them understand that the taps would
not work in a Syrian mud village as they
did in Oxford.
It must have seemed infinitely desirable
to be able to waken up in the desert with
its shiveringly cold night winds, and find
an adequate supply of warm water made
available by the turn of a tap. But behind
such a tap, there is foresight, and engineering skill, vast financial resources and the
toil of many years, of which they knew
nothing. There is knowledge also of the
laws of mechanics, and of the ways of
water, knowledge of reservoirs and boilers
and "cisterns. Few things better help to impress upon one the wonder of the humble
tap than a visit to a great city's waterworks. For the wonder is less in the tap,
than in all that lies in the background, to
make that homely supply possible.

i

Awakening Christian Fervor

Valuable Cement
" A N OLD man used to go about selling
A"\ little boxes of cement which could
mend all family jars and even broken
hearts. Some only laughed at him. But
those that bought them for a cent or so,
found a small piece of paper inside. On it
was written the word LOVE. What a good
cure for family jars and broken hearts!"

«i>
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EOPLE out in the cold often do not know
how cold they are till they come in to
the fire. So a Christian, living in a community where coldness and formality prevail, does not realize his own condition till
he gets among those whose affections are
warm for Christ and His disciples. Their
fervor contrasts strangely with his coldness
and he sees what he has lost. If he is honest he will confess how he has drifted and
seek again the joy of salvation. If he allows pride and self-conceit to gain the mastery he will resist conviction and endeavor
to reason himself into the belief that those
with whom he once had fellowship are too
strait and perhaps fanatical. This is a
dangerous state. One in this condition is
apt to sink lower, until the light that was
in him becomes darkness. When this takes
place, how great is that darkness!
—B. T. Roberts.

Environment
"None of these things move me"
(Acts 2 0 : 2 4 ) .
OD puts His own with the people and
.in the places which ;will tend most to
develop the spiritual graces.
He puts one who is orderly with one
who is untidy, that both may learn lessons.
Often our environment is but an answer to
our prayers.
He puts one who is quick with one who
is slow, and one who is auiet with one who
is talkative; that the one who is quick may

G
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be patient with the one who is slow, and
' t h e one who is quiet may be patient with
the one who is talkative.
We pray for gentleness and there comes
a perfect storm of temptation to yield to
harshness and irritability.
We pray for submission and God sends
suffering, for we learn obedience by the
things we suffer (Heb. 5 : 8 ) .
We pray for patience and God sends
those who tax us to the utmost; for "tribulation worketh patience" (Rom. 5 : 3 ) .
We pray for unselfishness and God gives
opportunities to sacrifice ourselves by
thinking on "the things of others" (Phil.
2:4).
We pray for union with Jesus and God
severs natural ties and lets our best friends
misunderstand or become indifferent to us
(John 1 5 : 1 2 ).
We pray for quietness and everything
within and around is confusion, that we
may learn "when He giveth quietness" no
one can make trouble (Job 34:29).
We pray for humility and strength and
some messenger of Satan torments us until
we lie in the dust, crying to God for its removal (IlCor. 12:7, 8 ) .
We pray for victory and the things of
the world sweep down upon us in a storm
of temptation; for "this is the victory that
overcometh the world, even our faith"
(I John 5:4; 4 : 4 ) .
We pray for the Lamb life and are given
a portion of lowly service, or we are injured and must seek no redress; for He
was led "as a lamb to the slaughter," and
opened not His mouth (Is. 5 3 : 7 ) .
We pray for more love and God sends
peculiar sufferings and puts us with apparently unlovely persons and lets them
say things to rasp nerves, lacerate the heart
and sting the conscience; for "love suffereth long and is kind, love is not impolite,
love is not provoked, love bears, love believes, hopes and endures; love never faileth" (I Cor. 13:4-8; John 15:9, 1 0 ) .
We ask to follow Jesus and He separates
us from home and kindred, for He Himself
said, "Whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be
my disciple" (Luke 14:33).—Selected.

Christian Philosophy
o ON. Whatever good you can do, let it
be done quietly, without much comment or praise, so that it will not draw the
fiery prejudice of your enemies. Go on. Believe it to be done by God's help and it
shall be done. Then even your enemies, instead of hindering, will praise what you
quietly began to do, , to His glory and
praise.^—Steve Ferko. .
— ;—» **» • *•• ! ! -•
Tibet has been the only country entirely
closed to the Gospel. Lately Robert Ekvall
has not only been given'the opportunity to
preach the Gospel, but the young king invited him to come and live with him,—Se/.

G
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Gird the heavenly armour on,
Wear it ever night and day;
Ambushed lies the evil one;
"Watch and pray."

SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS OF THE
CHRISTIANS-BOOK OF EPHESIANS
Jesse F. Lady
"So take God's armour, that you may be
able to make a stand upon the evil day and
to hold your ground by overcoming all the
foe" Eph. 6:13 (Moffat).
LREADY in chapter five we have been instructed and warned concerning the
evil days, "Redeeming the time for the
days are evil." Now in chapter six as stated
above the Apostle gives us a striking military metaphor to teach us how the Christian can effectively and successfully meet
whatever foe or difficulty lies ahead. I will
let you decide, reader, whether or not you
think we are living in evil days now.
" P u t on the panoply of God." Panoply
occurs also in Luke 11:22. The emphasis
brought out in the word "panoply" is to
put on every part or the entire suit of the
armour. The completeness of the armament
is the point insisted on. St. Paul was no
doubt thinking of the Roman soldier, as
his readers also would, although the Jewish armour was essentially'the same. The
various parts of the Roman armour (panoply) were: shield, sword, greaves, spear,
breastplate, and helmet. The Apostle omits
the spear and adds the shoes and the
girdle, which though not armour, were an
essential part of the soldier's dress.
Why all this detailed description of
spiritual equipment? Here is the reason.
"To the end that we may be able to stand;
to hold our ground against the terrible assaults of Satan in these perilous days."
"Our wrestling is against spirit forces of
wickedness and not mere mortal foes."
Notice .that word "able" in this sixth
chanter. "Able to stand against the wiles
of Satan." "Able to withstand in the evil
day." "Able to quench all the fierv darts
of the wicked." All this we are ABLE to do
as we keep our faith fixed on Him "that is
ABLE to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think, according to the
power that worketh in us." Yes, He is able.
Are you willing to iust let Him do it? True
the year 1943 is full of question marks.
Life's checkered pathway we climb. Let us
never fail to believe Romans 8:28 and we
shall face the future with the tread of the
conquerer.
Another word closely associated with
"armour" in this chapter is the word
"praver." "Take (the helmet of salvation,
and the sword of the Spirit, which is) the
Word of God . . . with all praver." Praver
is what makes the armour effective. The
prayer to which we are exhorted is not to
be intermittent, but "always" praying "in
the Spirit." Could we not interpret this to
mean, we should live in the spirit of
prayer? Thus the appropriateness of prayer
around the family circle, in the privacy of

A

Hear, above all, hear thy Lord,
Him thou lovest to obey;
Hide within thy heart His word,
"Watch and pray."

PART VII
the closet, in public gatherings, in the
councils of the Church, on occasions of
emergency, even in the uplifting of our
hearts while walking down the street or
while engaged in the daily tasks of life in
the home, in the shops, and on the farm.
Furthermore, we are exhorted to pray
"with all prayer." Might not the phrase
"all prayer" refer to the elements that go
to make up the ideal prayer, such as,
adoration, confession, thanksgiving, petition, and intercession? Then after we have
made our prayers we are to follow our
prayers with watchfulness and with all
steadfastness of spirit. The outreach of our
prayer is to include "all saints." We become burdened for the unsaved, and rightly so, but do we pray enough for the members of the Body of Christ, that the Church
might persevere unto the end, for he that
"endureth unto the end shall be saved."
Then again, the Apostle himself recognizes his dependence on the prayers of the
saints. How admirably he maintains the
dignity of his calling by requesting their
help in prayer to keep the spreading of the
gospel going forward, and to have courage to speak boldly as he ought to speak.
It takes courage to live a life of holiness
in an unholy world. It takes courage to
preach holiness and separation from the
world in a godless and fashion-loving
world. It takes courage to be different and
singular in life and ministry in a world
that is indifferent and careless about morals
and religion. So. brethren, let us pray for
each other and for all the saints in all nations everywhere, as well, for a lost world.
Let us work prayer for prayer works, "The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man
availeth much." Another version puts it
this way, "Availeth much in its working."
Allow me to restate again in conclusion
that to live and serve effectively in a world
like ours today will require some conflict
for the stand we take, but thank God He has
provided a sufficient armour in "the girdle
of truth, the breastplate of righteousness,
the sandals of the gospel, the shield of
faith, the helmet of salvation and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God." Let us then go forward "taking the
Word of God with all prayer."
Christian seek not yet repose;
Cast thy dreams of ease away,
Thou art in the midst of foes;
"Watch and pray."
Principalities and powers,
Mustering their unseen array,
Wait for thine unguarded hours;
"Watch and pray."

Watch, as if on that alone
Hung the issue of the day;
Pray that help may be sent down;
"Watch and pray."
—Charlotte Elliott.
•
> »»» i

Attendance to Reading
/ . H. Byer
EADING should not be neglected by anyone who is able. The mind must have
food. It must be the right kind to elevate.
When reading is persisted in, it will become as natural as eating. To be at our
best physically we need proper vitamins
for the body. Exactly so, mentally and
spiritually. "Tell me what you eat and I
will show you what you are" is a saying
that applies to the mind as well as the
body. Reading matter for the young must
be well guarded. There is much poisonous
matter everywhere. To be well educated
one must read much. It has been well said
the person who reads the Bible much is
well educated. It is good to read and pronounce properly every hard name in the
Old Testament. A self-pronouncing Bible
will make this easy. God had all those
names put in, and we ought to be willing
to read them. There are nuggets of truth
hidden among them which will be missed
if we skip over them. There were three
things J. Hudson Taylor—the great China
missionary—always carried with him in all
his journeys in whatever way he traveled:
a candle, matches and his Bible. He always
read it before dawn of day all through the
long years of his life.
I Tim. 4 : 1 3 ; John 5:39.
.— - . - •» m%im « -' • — — ——
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A False Theory
MAN once dreamed that he built a ladder from earth toward heaven and that
whenever he did a good deed, his ladder
went up by two feet, when he did an unusually good deed, his ladder went up still
higher, when he gave large sums of money
to the poor, again it went higher. After a
while the top of the ladder had gotten out
of sight and, in his dream, as the years
rolled on he climbed the ladder expecting
to step off into heaven.
But suddenly he heard a voice thunder
from the sky: "He that climbeth up some
other way, the same is a thief and a robber." Down came the man, ladder and all,
and he awoke.
So vivid had been his dream, that he saw
his mistake and sought salvation in God's
only way.—Sunday School Times.
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WITH REVERENCE FOR GOD'S HOUSE
H.H.

W

Brubaker

E WERE asked to discuss the above
topic at a Youth's Conference and it
is now requested that we submit it in the
form of a written article for publication.
The need of a discussion on the subject
suggests that there is a lack of reverence
for God's house. That this is so, we regret.
The observations made in this article are
intended to be helpful and to provoke
thought. If some other feeling is provoked
this is entirely unintentional.
In briefly denning the term "reverence"
we may content ourselves with several short
statements as to what it is from a positive,
objective viewpoint. For the purposes of
this article reverence is a conscious, definite observation of the presence of God
and the correct attitude of man in this
presence. Reverence is a positive aspect
of worship. To be reverent in worship adds
to the value of the hour; to be irreverent
is to destroy the very essence of worship.
This then will be our attitude toward God's
house: we will enter it expectantly; tread
its aisles reverently; feel its hospitality;
breathe prayerfully, worship soulfully and
leave thoughtfully. Reverence then is an attitude of heart, born in a spirit 'which is in
tune with the Spirit of God.
The purpose of worship can be summed
up in a sentence of two clauses. It is to
contact God for our own good and to adore
God for His glory. Anything which hinders
us from accomplishing these two purposes
should be removed from us. It can be said
without fear of contradiction that a noisy,
irreverent group of worshippers cannot derive the greatest amount of good from a
service. We owe it to ourselves and to God
that our periods of worship be meaningful and blessed to the highest degree."
There are several other reasons why we
should be reverent in God's house. The fact
of our being one of the so-called "plain"
churches of modest attire suggests that we
should have a like solemn, quiet, reverent
attitude in God's house. As a church which
preaches and practices holiness we should
set an equally high standard of conduct in
God's house. Further in this connection,
our present day educational and cultural
advantages should help us in recognizing
the beauty of a reverent attitude in God's
house. It is little commendation to our
high schools and colleges if we do not
carry over to this phase of our lives the
training we received.
There are two aspects of the character of
God which we need to consider as we approach His house to worship Him. The one
aspect of God is that of awe-inspiring, majestical, absolutely holy before whom we
feel unworthy and in whose presence we
tremble. This brings to the worshipper a
sense of holy awe and reverence. It calls
from us obedience, adoration and praise.

We say with the Revelator, "Thou art
worthy, 0 Lord, to receive glory and honor
and power." We have adopted an attitude
of undue familiarity toward God. We have
rather too much of the "Hello, God! How
are you this morning? Praise your name,"
attitude. Such an attitude tempts us to
take dangerous liberties with God and his
house.
The second aspect of God is that of the
loving, tender Father calling us to His
arms. Those warm movings of the Spirit
of God whereby He draws unto Himself.
The silent brooding of the Eternal One
over His house, warming and filling His
worshippers. The gracious outpourings of
the third Person in the Trinity empowering
for service. The inspiration of such a service strengthens and uplifts. If our service
is to be satisfactory it must give recognition to both of these aspects of the character of God. They are both needed in order
that we get a proper conception of God.
As we enter the house of worship we
must do so expectantly. We must come to
worship with a definite purpose. It is the
wish of God to meet with us and bless us.
The minister has made preparation and is
anxious to help. The worshipper must cooperate with God and the minister if he is
to be helped. We must be in the right attitude if we are to realize the most good
from any service. Let us emphasize here,
reverent must be our attitude if we are to
come away from the service with the greatest amount of blessing.
We pass now to deal in more detail with
the problem of irreverence. Here are some
of the causes of irreverence we may well
examine. The church is largely our place
of social contact. We are a friendly people
and like to share each others' joys and sorrows, successes and failures. Conversation
about these things before, during or after
the church service does much to detract
from the real purpose of the service. We
are by tradition a strongly individualistic
people. We like to allow ourselves considerable liberty, even as to how we act and
what we say in church services. Many times
we forget that this liberty we allow ourselves encroaches upon the rights of others.
For example, if two persons persist in
whispering during prayer and a third
party at their side is wishing to engage in
communion with God, those two whispering people are inconsiderate of the rights
of the third party not to mention their
doubtful decorum in God's house. The same
application could be made regarding a
number of manifestations of irreverence.
We are forgetful and in some cases indifferent to the need of reverence in God's
house. Some people may look upon a quiet,
reverent attitude as conceit, pride or formality. Let us make no mistake, to be rex-
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erent can bring only blessing to ourselves
and be well pleasing to God. Another and
perhaps one of the chief causes of irrev'erence is the lack of teaching and example
on the part of church leaders and parents.
This lack results in ignorance of the need
of reverence in our worship.
The question has been asked, "What are
we doing that shows a lack of reverence?"
There are a number of things which destroy a proper respect and reverence for
God's house. Noisy entrance into the
church is not conducive to a close communion with God. At no time should we
enter God's house noisily. Children allowed to run about the building at will are
forming habits of irreverence which will
follow them to mature years. If we are so
unfortunate as to be late at a service we
should quietly take a seat where it will
cause the least disturbance and attract little attention. Let us leave our week-day
cares and duties outside. To do this effectively we must purge our minds of these
earthly cares before we leave for church
and see to it that we keep our thoughts and
conversation free from them while in worship. A conversation on how many bushels
of wheat to the acre and a lesson on, "Seek
ye first the kingdom of God," do not mix
well. Neither does the subject of volume of
business transacted and a lesson on, "Your
treasure is in heaven," produce the best results spiritually. On the matter of talking
during Sunday School and Church services let us be reminded that our "Conversation is in heaven," but this does not suggest that we carry on a conversation while
the teacher or preacher is speaking. The
habit of talking after a service is one that
causes considerable distraction. Two simple questions will help us correct this unseemly habit, "Was my conversation for
the purpose of strengthening that which I
just now have h e a r d ? " "If not, then why
did I engage in i t ? "
Perhaps few would agree that it is the
proper thing to chew gum in a church
service. Chewing gum easily becomes a
habit. We one time saw a young man so in
the grip of the habit that he forgot himself
and actually chewed gum during a communion service while partaking of the
sacred emblems. A habit which leads to
such action is dangerous and should be
avoided.
Probably one of the most difficult of all
distractions in a church service is that of
sleeping. There are occasions which doubtless make the act excusable such as sickness in the home when considerable sleep
has been lost, extra heavy labour with resulting over-tired bodies and other factors
beyond our control. However, little excuse
can be offered by the habitual sleeper. It
is not too much to expect the worshipper
to enter God's house having made preparation in body, mind and spirit in order that
he get the maximum amount of good from
(Continued on page 29)
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Announcements
Eld. Joel Carlson, Harrisburg, Pa.
Antrim, Pa., Feb. 28th-Mar. 14th.
Henry A. Ginder, K. 2, Manheim, Pa.
Chambersburg, Pa., Jan. 24-Feb. 14, 1943.
M. B. C. Grantham, Pa., Feb. 18-28, 1943.
Markham, Ont., Feb. 29-Mar. 24, 1943.
Ohmer V. Herr, Clayton, Ohio
Palmyra, Pa., Jan. 6-23, 1943.
Gratersford, Pa., Jan. 25-Feb. 10, 1943.
Henry N. Hostetter, Washington Boro, Pa.
Cheapside, Canada, Januar y 10-31, 1943
J. L. Myers, B. 2, Greencastle, Pa.
Mt. Pleasant, Pennsylvania, February 7, 1943
Marsh Creek, Pennsylvania, March 7, 1943
M. A. Winger, St. Anns, Ont., Can.
Roaring Spring, Pa., Jan. 31, to Feb. 14, 1943.
Souderton, Pa., Feb. 16 to March 7, 1943.
Green Springs, Pa., March 14 to 28, 1943.
R. I. Witter, Navarre, Kansas.
Wainfleet, Canada, Jan. 12-31.

Announcement
General Conference is expected to convene
June 2, 1943 at the Central Manor Campmeeting Grounds about 2 miles South of
Mountville Pa.
Cottages at $10.00 and tents with board
floors at $6.50 each with electric lights are
available to rent. We can also guarantee
beds for $1.00 each for the entire Conference periods on the camp grounds.
Anyone desiring reservations should inform the Secretary J. Earl Martin, Mt. Joy,
Pa. R. D. 2, at once, as we cannot guarantee
beds on the camp grounds without reservations.

Civilian Public Service Notes
(Continued from page 18)
garding the progress of the educational program which has as one of its broad objectives the "enrichment of camp life."
While much of the educational program
consists of courses in Mennonite History,
First Aid, Bible Study, Public Speaking,
Typing, Music, etc., i t also includes such
features as visiting speakers and groups
who bring inspiring messages and programs
to the camp.
Educational directors tell of the growing
camp libraries with periodicals and books on
a wide range of subjects. Many volumes are
donated or loaned by friends. In all the
camps there are organized choruses, photography clubs, woodworking groups, and recreation which varies from rug weaving to
ball games.
* * * *
There are now 23 M. C. C. administered
C. P. S. camps, counting the five hospital
units.
As of December 17, 1942 a total of 2,190
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ boys were
in C. P. S. . . .
A release from the National Service
Board for Religious Objectors dated October
31 indicates that over 120 different religious
groups have one or more members who are
in Civilian Public Service. . . .
A Number of C. P. S. men are serving in
health and sanitation experiments in hospitals and laboratories. Considerable publicity has been given to them for their
service as "guinea pigs." . . .
A number of the camps report t h a t
classes meet regularly for training in relief
and reconstruction methods.
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FINANCIAL

R E P O R T OF B E N E F I C I A R Y
FUND
October, N o v e m b e r , D e c e m b e r , 1942
Receipts
B a l a n c e on h a n d Oct. 1, .1942
$2676.41
M o r r i s o n Cove D i s t r . , P a
30.00
F a i r v i e w S. S., Ohio
29.51
S i l v e r d a l e S. S., P a
82.26
Sr. B e s s i e Yoder, B e l l e f o n t a i n e , Ohio..
5.00
P l e a s a n t H i l l S. S., Ohio
22.53
M a n n ' s S. S., H o w a r d , P a
8.51
B r o . & Sr. W m . S t e i n b r e c k e r , G r e e n ,
Kansas
10.00
"For Others", Thomas, Okla
50.00
M a n h e i m S. S., P a
53.56
C a r l i s l e S. S., P a
26.64
Sr. N o r a S n o k e , O r l a n d o , F l a
2.00
G r a n t h a m S. S., P a
29.48
M e c h a n i c s b u r g S. S., P a
12.78
V a l l e y C h a p e l S. S., C a n t o n , Ohio
24.39
J u n i a t a & Mifflin Co. D i s t r . , P a
20.00
D o n e g a l D i s t r . , L a n c a s t e r Co., P a
11.35
J. Z i e g l e r H e s s , R e f u n d , M e s s i a h H o m e
Beneficiary
2 0.00
M a r t i n s b u r g S. S., M a r t i n s b u r g , P a . ."...
30.54
P l e a s a n t V a l l e y S. S., N e w B l o o m fleld, P a
3.04
G o s p e l T e m p l e S. S., D e s M o i n e s , I o w a
4.13
A S i s t e r , Sask. , C a n a d a
6.00
M a r k h a m Cong., O n t a r i o , C a n a d a
53.25
B e r t i e Cong., O n t a r i o , C a n a d a
25.00
Total Receipts
{3236.38
Expenditures
Paid to Beneficiaries:
„.„„„
October
216.00
November
!
«JSn8
December
316.00
Stamps
3-00
Total Expenditures
$ 751.00
B a l a n c e o n h a n d J a n u a r y 1, 1943
^$2485.38
C a r l J. U l e r y , T r e a s .
R E L I E F A N D S E R V I C E COMMITTEE
Treasurer's Q u a r t e r l y R e p o r t
f r o m S e p t e m b e r 30, 1942 to D e c e m b e r 31, 1942
B a l a n c e on h a n d on S e p t e m b e r 30, 1942..$4230.70
Receipts
Altoona Mission
25.29
Ashland-Richland District
100.00
Bertie District, N. T.:
Clarence Center Cong
86.94
B l a n d b u r g Mission Dist., P a
10.00
B r o w n C o u n t y Dist., K a n s a s :
P l e a s a n t Hill Cong
56.40
California District:
Upland Cong
400.00
C a n o e C r e e k M i s s i o n Dist., P a
80.00
C e n t e r , C l i n t o n & L y c o m i n g Co. D i s t . :
F o x Hollow Cong
26.00
Cedar Springs Cong
155.00
Chicago Mission Dist
63.20
C l a r k C o u n t y Dist., O h i o :
Beulah Chapel Cong
170.00
Cumberland District, Pa.:
Carlisle Cong
235.15
Mechanicsburg Cong
189.27
Cross R o a d s Cong
10.00
P l e a s a n t Valley Cong
57.00
Dauphin-Lebanon District, Pa.:
H a r r i s b u r g Cong
358.40
P a l m y r a Cong
76.60
Dayton District, Ohio:
Dayton Mission
68.00
F a i r v i e w Cong
340.00
Detroit Mission District:
God's Love Mission
20.00
Donegal District, P a
825.15
Indiana District, Indiana:
Union Grove Cong
55.00
I o w a So. D a k . D i s t . :
Dallas Center Cong
32.00
Des Moines Cong
82.20
Iron S p r i n g s Mission Dist., P a
16.00
J u n i a t a Mifflin D i s t r i c t , P a . :
Cedar Grove Cong
184.80
Kentucky Mission District
48.00
Dykens Valley District, Pa.:
Free Grace Cong
75.45
Manor-Pequea, Pa. Dist
887.10
M i a m i Dist., O h i o :
Highland Cong
45.00
P l e a s a n t Hill Cong
175.00
Michigan District, Mich.:
Bethel Cong
100.00
Carland-Zion Cong
60.00
M o o r e t o w n s h i p C e n t e r Cong.
109.15
Gladwin Cong
16.00
M o n t g o m e r y Dist., P a
300.00
Morrison's Cove Dist.:
"Woodbury C o n g
50.00
Mowersville-Greensprings Dist, Pa.:
G r e e n s p r i n g s Cong
32.40
Mowersville Cong
191.90
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N e w G u i l f o r d Dist., P a
1099.75
N o r t h F r a n k l i n Dist., P a . :
Air Hill Cong
209.30
Chambersburg Cong
269.10
Mt. R o c k C o n g
139.60
N o r t h Dickinson Dist., K a n s . :
Zion C o n g
100.00
O k l a h o m a Dist., O k l a . :
Red Star Cong
3.20
Rapho District, Pa
12.57
R a y ' s Cove Mission Dist, P a
5.00
S o u d e r t o n - S i l v e r d a l e Dist., P a
210.30
South Dickinson Dist., K a n s a s :
Belle Springs Cong
80.00
Rosebank Cong
116.35
S t a r k Co. Dist., O h i o :
Valley Chapel Cong
21.50
Stowe Mission Dist., P a
5.00
W a y n e County Dist., Ohio:
Sippo Valley Cong
:'...
70.00
Bish. J o h n Keller, Dallas Center, Iowa
5.00
Total receipts

$8,159.07
$12,389.77
Expenditures
To Mennonite Central Committee:
W a r Sufferers' Relief F u n d
$1200.00
C i v i l i a n P u b l i c S e r v i c e C a m p F u n d . . 9529.68
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t S h a r e of P e a c e
Section costs
90.97
E . V. P u b l i s h i n g H o u s e :
Stationery, Mimeographing and
mailing service
35.10
Traveling Expenses
94.97
Total expenditures
$10,950.72
B a l a n c e on h a n d on D e c e m b e r 31, 1942..$1,439.05
Our Relief and Camp p a y m e n t s now a m o u n t
t o a b o u t $3,000.00 p e r m o n t h . W i l l t h o s e d i s tricts who have not paid their quota p a y m e n t s
a s y e t , do so p r o m p t l y s o t h a t w e m a y n o t b e
d e l i n q u e n t in m a k i n g o u r m o n t h l y p a y m e n t s
t o t h e C a m p F u n d . W e a r e r e q u e s t e d to m a k e
o u r p a y m e n t s e a r l y in e a c h m o n t h .
All f or H i m ,
J. H . Hoffman, T r e a s .

Canada
NOTTAWA NEWS NOTES
Greetings once again from Nottawa: Our
annual Fall Love Feast was held on Oct. 10
and 11. We had a wonderful time in the
Lord at all these services. Our visiting
ministers were Eld. J. N. Hostetter, Eld.
Jesse Steckley, Bish. L. Shoalts, and Eld.
Earl Sider, also some other visiting brethren and sisters from other districts. Monday
being our Canadian Thanksgiving, we had
a service in the Second Line church. Truly
it was a very impressive service. Bro. Hostetter and Bro. Sider gave short messages
and following that we had a wonderful
testimony service.
On November 1 and 2 we had our annual
Bible Conference. Again a welcome was
given to all our visitors from other parts of
the brotherhood. Our speakers were Eld.
Henry A. Ginder from Manheim, Penna.,
Bish. C. F. Derstine pastor of the First
Mennonite Church, Kitchener, Ont.; and Sr.
Mary Sentz from the Welland Mission gave
short inspirational talks under the title
"Where He Leads" between the main messages. We had a large attendance and really
felt we were receiving blessings from above.
For the following three weeks Bro. Ginder
served as our evangelist in a revival campaign. We certainly appreciated his presence in our midst and especially the truths
that were revealed through him from God s
Word.
One of the very important items of these
service was the children's meeting. Twice
a week a period was set aside before the
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preaching for the children who gathered at
the iront of the church. Some of the interesting subjects were "Seeing a Flasnlight
Smile," "Searching His Pockets" and his
"Lie Detective Agency." We feel that this
was a great blessing.
Then his special interest in the young
people was aiso greatly appreciated. His
talks on the vital prooiems of youth will
.„..£; oe remembered.
curing the revival several souls knelt at
an aitar of prayer and many were deepened
in tne tilings oi Uod. We continue to pray
ior .bro. Gmder as he labours througnout
tne winter in other fields.
Lela Swalm, Cor.
1

u p

i

California
QUARTERLY REPORT OF LIFE LINE
MlssiUJN—Oct., JNov., Dec., 1942—Every
nome mission is different in some aspects
irom other home missions. Each has its own
course oi proceedings, even though all have
one underlying objective. The Life Line Mission has some unique features unlike any
others in tne Brethren in Christ Church. As
a new worker, 1 have observed some distinctive characteristics of this work here.
After citing several of them, our readers
win readily conclude that in San Francisco
tnere is "tne only one of its kind."
in tne first place, the "Life Line" has no
superintendent. This surely makes us difrerent irom all others! No one to fill the position of superintending has been available,
so Sisters Jt/ium and Bowers, and myself are
attempting to ' "carry on." Secondly, this
mission is the only one which serves sandwiches and coffee to the men at the close of
each nigntly service. After the meeting is
dismissed, we make the coffee, pour it into
cups, place two jelly sandwiches by each
cup, tin a tray with several loaves of bread,
and call the men. Several will sometimes
ask for a few slices of bread to take with
them when they leave.
Another unique phase of our work is the
Sunday School class of Chinese children.
Without much effort, it is easy to imagine
I am in China when standing before this
lively group of boys and girls. They chatter in their own language constantly, which
is a distinct disadvantage to the teacher!
Often I would give considerable to know
what they are saying to each other. Each
Sunday School lesson is taught on the felto-gram, and the last few minutes of the
class period are spent doing some handwork.
They are interested in every activity of the
class which is a great incentive in teaching.
Will you remember these children in
prayer? They are so ignorant of spiritual
truths—and it is our earnest desire to lead
them to Christ.
Not only our Chinese children need prayer,
but the work as a whole needs to be
brought before the Lord. God answers
prayer! Jesus says that "men ought always
to pray, and not to faint." Pray for us workers that we will have the unction and the
power to serve Him in this city. Every missionary needs Divine power, and Divine
power comes in answer to earnest, fervent
prayer. Bring our Christian men before the
throne. They are faithful in attendance, in
witnessing for the Lord in the hall and during our street service, and in financial support.
Then our hearts are burdened for those
who are not in the fold of Christ. It is not
so difficult to have a response in hands being raised for prayer, but it is difficult to
have them come to the altar. They are bound
by the devil, but thank God—they can be
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loosed! Jesus came to set the captive free!
Let us pray more that souls will not grieve
away the Holy Spirit but will embrace the
greatest and most priceless opportunity that
is coming to them.
In His service,
Ida E. Eckman.

LIFE LINE G-OSPEL MISSION FINANCIAL
REPORT
October, November, December, 1942
Receipts
Balance on hand
1152.71
Hall Offerings
157.82
Bent
_
18.50
Bro. & Sr. B. A. Eckman
2.00
Bro. & Sr. Jake Bert
5.00
Bro. Tripp
5.00
Bishop Charlie Byers
2.00
Bro. George De H a r t
1.00
Free Methodist Young People of San
Francisco
2.50
Mr. Mrs. Ivan Winger
10.00
A Friend
5.50
Sr. Ida Eckman
_
2.00
"In His Name",
_
3.00
Total Income
Expenditures
House
Table
Public Utilities
_
Canning
Taxes for the year
Plumbing (Repairs)
Incidentals
:
Rent
Public Utilities
S. S. Supplies
Food
Incidentals

$367.03
$ 57.00
25.28
4.21
81.08
14.15
5.30
$187.02

Hall
_

Total Income
Total Expenditures
Balance on hand
Donations:
Bro. & Sr. B. A. Eckman
Bro. Luteran
Bro. Egling
Bro. Thomas
Mr & Mrs. A. Smarda
Mr. & Mrs. John Myers
Bro. & Sr. A. C. Burkholder
Bro. & Sr. E. O. Rice

_
_

$ 60.00
10.92
2.00
7.35
3.18
83.45
$367.03
270.47
96.56
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Iowa
DALLAS CENTER, IOWA—Greetings to
all the church.
So much has happened since our last report. After it was voted to go forward
with our church remodeling and all the detail were attended to, a day was set to start
the digging of the -basement. On that morning a number of men arrived with shovels,
five tractors, dirt slips and a plow. Two
days completed the digging.
This basement was dug west and south
of the old one. Then the building was
moved. After the foundation was laid and
the new floor and steps were completed,
work was started on the inside.
A new and lowered ceiling was made of
nu-wood, the church was papered, and a
furnace was installed.
Many days and evenings were spent at
the church by both men and women.
Everything was in order to have our first
service in the church on Saturday afternoon,
Oct. 31, which was Lovefeast of the Iowa
church.
On Sunday afternoon, Nov. 1, was the Hededicatory service. The presence of the
Lord was felt. Bishop R. I. Witter of Kansas brought the very timely message. Just
before the dedication, the offering was
lifted. This offering covered the entire remaining debt, which was $302.00. Our
prayer had been answered, ' the improvements were dedicated free of debt. Blessed
be the name of the Lord.
We are so thankful for what has been
done and, the Lord willing, we expect to
complete what has been started. At present
we have only a temporary walk and steps
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to the old entrance, till the vestibule and
new ones are finished. Our finished church
will face the north instead of the east as at
present.
While this work was going on, services
were held in homes, from the last Sunday in
August until the last of October.
Bro. and Sr. Engbrecht and some students
from Sunnyside were with us and gave a
service over Thanksgiving. God bless them.
On Sunday Dec. 27, Bro. John Rosenberry
was with us and brought both morning and
evening messages. We are so thankful for
these surprises along the way.
On New Year's day was held our 23rd
Annual Bible Conference of the Iowa District. The outside speaker for this Conference was Elder Bert Winger of Detroit,
Kansas. How wonderful to spend the first
day of the year in God's House.
Cor.—G. Nissly

Kansas
REPORT O F REVIVAL AT BETHEL
CHURCH near Detroit, Kans.—Our revival
meetings began Nov. 23 and continued for
three weeks with Bro. John Rosenberry of
Des Moines, Iowa as evangelist. Bro. Rosenberry came filled with the Holy Spirit and
preached the Word with power.
Our pastor, Bro. Bert Winger, requested
all the members who could, to spend onehalf hour in prayer each day for two weeks
prior to the meetings. At the mid-week
prayer meeting we met one half hour
earlier, which time was spent in prayer for
the revival effort.
God honored in answering the prayers of
His children. It was evident that God spoke,
and conviction took hold on hearts. A
number for whom we have long been praying were wonderfully saved and are giving
clear testimony to definite victory. To us
it seemed like heaven came down as these
new voices rang out their praise to God.
Many afflicted bodies were prayed for and
definitely healed. It was a time of heavy
burdens and glorious victory. Praise His
Name.
The meetings were announced for two
weeks; but the second Sunday evening with
heavy conviction on the people and eleven
souls at the altar, there was a general feeling that the meeting should continue another week. Our evangelist, seeing the possibility, offered his services free for the
third week. This was greatly appreciated
by the congregation represented, which was
manifest by the liberal offering taken for
our brother.
The Lord gave us good weather and good
roads in general, and in spite of the gas
rationing the attendance was on the increase.
One week later, Bish. Charles Byers, enroute to Penna., from Calif, stopped in
Kans. over Sunday and preached for us
Sunday evening. The Lord gave us a wonderful meeting. The revival spirit was still
on. A number of souls sought God at the
altar of prayer and real victory came. Bless
His Name.
We are praying that these precious souls
may grow in grace and that the revival fire
may spread far and wide.
Cor. K. N. B.
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Michigan
GLADWIN, MICH.—Dear Readers of the
Visitor; "Many long for a sight of prosperous days." Psalm 4:6 (Moffat).
How perfectly up-to-date are the words of
the Psalm; "A sight of prosperous days!"

January 18, 1943
Is it not that for which the world has long
been striving? But if we as a nation or individuals desire only material prosperity,
how deluded we will be! In the end, we will
learn that when we lay up treasures on
earth, moth and rust doth still destroy and
thieves still break through and steal. There
is a prosperity, however, that John asks for
Gaius: "That thou mayest prosper and be
in health, even as thy soul prospereth."
Soul prosperity is not destroyed by moth
and rust.
Could we but give ourselves as devotedly
to the cultivation of the fruits of the Spirit
as to the accumulation of material wealth,
how rich in eternal values would our nation become! "Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break
through nor steal: For where your treasure
is, there will your heart be also." "The enduring values are those of the Spirit." Thos.
Wright.
We are glad to report a renewed interest
in the services, especally in the S. S. In
our last report we asked you to pray that
we may be able to get others into the S. S.
We are so glad to report that God has answered prayer and we have added several
new names to the S. S. enrollment. We
begin 1943 with the largest enrollment since
we are here. We give God all the honor and
glory. Several of these young people and
children come from homes that are not
Christian and their parents do not come to
services.
Jan. 19, we expect to start a revival meeting with Albert H. Engle as evangelist. We
desire your prayers for this special effort
for the salvation of precious never-dying
souls.
Boxes of clothing from Garret and New
Paris, Ind., Dallas Center, Iowa, and S. S.
Class, Grantham, Pa. Donations: Sr. Boaks,
chicken, fruit; Mr. & Mrs. John Solomon,
cabbage, eggs, pears; Mrs. Blank, cabbage;
Sr. Iva Entrekin, meat; Bro. & Sr. Jesse
Gibboney, Ohio, sweet potatoes, mince meat,
raisins and a ham; Bro. & Sr. Hager, turkey;
Bro. & Sr. Frank Klassen, goose; Mrs. &
Mrs. Wager, chicken; Sr. Westover, pears.
Financial Report
Receipts
Balance on hand Oct. 1st
Mt. Carmel Offerings
Sr. Lucy Gibboney
Bro. Frank Klassen
Bro. & Sr. John Solomon
Sr. Jake Martin
Sr. Lucy Gibboney, Paint for kitchen
Charles & Myrtle Nye
Bro. Delbert Gibboney, Pleasant Hill,
Ohio
Total receipts plus balance
Expenditures
Table expense
Running expense of car
Light bills, parsonage and church
Telephone
_
Paint for kitchen
Misc., Hdw., etc
Total expenditures
Jan. 1, 1943 Deficit

$14.80
27.36
3.50
1.00
1.00
1.0J)
1.78
4.00
3.00
$57.44
$40.30
22.92
10.50
3.00
1.78
6.96
$85.46
$28.02

Your Co-laborers„
Chas. H. & Myrtle H. Nye,
Lucy Gibboney

Ohio
DAYTON MISSION REPORT—We come
greeting the Visitor family in the dear
name of Jesus with the last report of the
old year. We are made to wonder how
quickly the year 1942 has become history.
How true as I have often heard it said,
"The time that knows us now will soon
know us no more forever." Then how faithful we ought to be to improve the time in
serving the Lord as the days are so swiftly
passing.

January 18, 1943
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The Lord has been so kind to us in sparing our lives and giving us reasonable good
health, that we were able to labor for Him
one more year. We can look back over the
past year and recall the many and different
experiences, but we cannot f orsee what this
new year will determine. However as we
think of the nations at war with each other,
it looks very dark ahead in this world. But
let us remember, He that ruleth the universe still lives and is able to bring us thru
more than conquerors.
We are glad to report our fall revival
beginning Nov. 8th and continuing to the
29th. Our dear Bro. Eld. J. L. Myers of
Greencastle, Pa. served so earnestly as
evangelist, administering so faithfully the
word of God night after night under the
mighty power and influence of the Holy
Ghost. A number of souls came to the altar
of prayer to receive help from the Lord. We
were all happy and rejoiced with those who
prayed through to victory. May the Lord
bless and reward our brother as he goes into
other fields to labor for lost souls. On the
second Sunday of the revival, the Tri-county
young people's society met in their annual
meeting and Bro. Myers gave a very timely
and much appreciated message to the young
people which was enjoyed by all.
On Christmas eve we had a special request for a Grayer-meeting in the home of
a family where we had been called for a
funeral last August. Their little son aged six
years and eleven months had gone with two
older boys to a small lake near their home;
he got into deep water and was drowned.
The sad news was brought back to his home
and this was indeed a sad experience for
the family. But instead of rebelling they
could see the hand of God in it, that He took
little Billy to draw them back to Him as
they had once known the Lord.
After the funeral they attended the Mission services and then requested this prayer
meeting in their home. They had been praying but the mother had not fully yielded to
the Lord. Then in this service she prayed
through to victory and has taken the plain
way with her mother who had prayed
through during our revival. The meeting
closed with shouts of victory. There are
five other children in the home and they are
members of our Sunday School now. We
praise the Lord for this dear family. In
our night watch meeting the Lord met with
us in a very unusual way and we were made
to rejoice with those that had been brought
back the past year as they gave testimonies
of victory. We could not close the meeting
when the old year ended but it ran on into
the new. We had to think how wonderful it
will be when the saints pass out of this old
world into the new to be forever with the
Lord, rejoicing and praising Him.
We would not want to close our report
without trying to express our thanks and
appreciation to all who have so liberally
and cheerfully given and done in behalf of
the work here.
May the Lord greatly bless and reward
each one is our prayer.
DAYTON MISSION REPORT
October, November, December 1942
Balance on hand
$574.02
Receipts
A Bro., Dayton, O. $39.00, Raymond Smith,
Dayton, O. $21.75, "Very Dear Friends, Dayton,
O. $61.00, Harriet Line, Dayton, O. $5.80, Norman Smith, Dayton, O. $23.00, Elizabeth Mann,
Dayton, O. $1.00, In His Name, Dayton, O.
$41.00, Mary Riber, Dayton, O. $1.00, William
. McBeth, Springfield, O. $7.00, Ida Lue Hane,
Dayton, O. $6.83, A Sister, Dayton, O. $39.50,
Bessie Holthouse, Dayton, O. $.30, Harold Paulus, Brookville, O. $1.00, Birtha Boyd, Dayton,
O. $3.50, Hugo Paugstat, Dayton, O. $4.57,
Ruth Smith, Dayton, O. $.20, Elizabeth Kinzie,
Dayton, O. $5.00, Ella Long, Dayton, O. $2.84,
Laurel E. Haines, Nappanee, Ind. $10.00,
Pequea, Lancaster and Refton, Pa. Sunday

Schools $30.34, Mission Offerings $46.04. Total
Funds $929.69.
Expenditures
Table account $77.96, Supply of fresh beef
for canning $20.00, Two wash tubs, a mop
bucket and a wheel basket $10.73, Floor dressing $1.75, Supply of laundry soap $1.09, Table
oil cloth $.91, Supply of brooms $1.58, Water
Bill $5.83, Phone Bill $8.43, Lignt, Power & Gas
$12.57, Record Book $1.25, Incidentals $16.59,
Total Paid out $158.72. Balance on hand Jan.
1-1943, $770.97.
Poor Fund Balance $36.65
Receipts: In His Name $6.00, A Bro. $2.00,
Sales Tax Redemption Receipts $6.00, Total
Funds $50.65, Total Paid for needy $26.28, Balance on hand $24.37.
Donation of articles were given by, Leighton Manns, Isaac Engles, Ohmer Herrs, David
Hersheys, Iva & Ralph Herr, Dale & Frances
Dohner, Bro. and Sr. Benjamin Hess, Emma
Paugstat, Edward Engles, Bro. and Sr. Lorenzo Hane, Mr. & Mrs. Howard Wright, Henry
Schneiders, Samuel Casseis, Ella Snatz, Mary
Riber, Nora Becher, Bessie Holthouse, Raymond Smith, Daniel Engles, Raymond Paulus,
Nancy Cox, Clarence Boyers, Clyde Hersheys.
Tours in the interest of mission work.
W. H. and Susie Boyer,
601 Taylor St., Dayton, O.
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nice program was rendered by the children
at the close.
In the month of December we had our
revival with Bro. Abner Martin as evangelist. I need not tell you that he too gave
us plain, forceful and sane messages of
sound gospel teachings which, if obeyed,
will make for a better church here and will
be felt by the church at large. His manner
of work is well known by the entire church
and he also left us with the best wishes of
all. These meetings were well attended and
a few souls were at the altar.
The church has suffered temporary loss
of the presence of eight of our young people—five having been called to the army
(four are in the C. O. Camps and one in the
regular army); three others are attending
school in our colleges. Also, several others
in the very near future will leave us for
the camps. In spite of this loss of their
attendance we have had an average attendance of sixty-six in our Sunday School for
the present year. We have our prayer meetA RETROSPECTIVE VIEW OF THE ings each week (Thursday nights) and a
WORK IN THE SIPPO VALLEY CHURCH, young people's meeting every other Sunday
MASSILLON, OHIO—Looking back over evening. While greatly encouraged we are
the last year brings us many pleasant mem- not satisfied with these results but in the
ories. The work in the main was active and language of the Apostle Paul we "forget
fairly successful and we rejoice greatly. the things that are behind and reaching
However, we see where improvements can forth unto those things that are before,"
be made. This being true, we have a higher "press toward the mark for the price of the
goal set for this coming year.
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.
W. J. Myers
By way of comparison let me mention
that for thirty years the church here (a
very small one) had a hard struggle to keep
its doors open because of Russelism having
Pennsylvania
come in by way of our -minister which resulted in the separation of our body, the
NEW GUILFORD REVIVAL—A season
greater part of the church withdrawing and of blessing, and refreshing was enjoyed at
building a new place of worship nearby, the New Guilford revival, opening on Dec.
leaving only a scant half dozen to carry on 6 and continuing for two weeks. Bish R. I.
in the old church. Trying times for our Witter was the evangelist. His presence
souls indeed. It took all the grace of God was a blessing to the church. He very faithto stand and face the opposition. The storm fully preached the Word of God. A hunger
was long and fierce but gradually subsided was planted, souls sought for deeper things,
as dissension entered into the ranks of the and the church was edified and encouraged.
opposition and death took its toll from the
We regret that on account of traveling
number. The final result was the scattering conditions the attendance was not as large
of the flock and the place of worship being as usual. How pleasant the thought, that
torn down. However, it is still true that in the land for which we are striving there
one's work lives on after our death. This will be no rationing.
being true, we are still suffering to some
May God bless our brother for his faithextent because of the false doctrine imbibed
by the younger generation which yet mani- fulness in sowing seed to the honor and
fests itself—not openly, but by total indif- glory of God.
ference to all things religious.
MESSIAH HOME CHAPEL, HARRISThe last ten years have been a turning BURG, PA.—On Sunday, Nov. 15th, an allpoint for us. Faithfulness was rewarded. day Ministerial Conference was held at the
The church took on new life until it became Messiah Home Chapel, and in the evening
necessary to build a new addition to the the revival started with Bish. Wilbur Snider
church, which was done last spring.
from Pleasant Hill, Ohio, as our evangelist.
In March of this year we had the pleasure Bro. Snider brought us the old-fashioned
of entertaining the attendants at our Ohio gospel message backed by the unction and
and Kentucky Joint Council. This was a power of the Spirit that stirred hearts to
season of great rejoicing and better still action. There were those who came to the
very helpful in furthering the work of the altar and received definite help from the
Lord not only in these two states but for the Lord and a real experience in their hearts,
church at large.
which is the only thing that will stand the
During the month of August we had a test and storms of life. Others purposed
tent meeting. The tent was erected on the anew within their hearts to serve the Lord
church grounds. Bro. John Climenhaga of better.
Stow Mission, Pa., was our conductor. His
The services here at the home are enjoyed
preaching was plain, forceful, sane and ef- by more than those who sit in the chapel.
fectual. The meetings were well attended. We have an unseen audience, who get the
Some fifteen were to the altar, a number of messages over the microphone. Many of
which came for the first time. Three have them even in suffering are still praising the
united with the church and no doubt others Lord. They, too, enjoyed Bro. Snider's meswill be found taking the step in the near sages and received encouragement by his
future. He left us with best wishes from visits with them personally in their rooms.
all.
We were also privileged to have Bish. L.
In connection with our tent service we Shoaltz spend an evening with us during
had a Vacation Bible School. As teachers the revival.
for the school we had Sister Naomi WolgeAs we stand on the threshold of another
muth and Sister Kanode, both of Pennsyl- year we have before us an untried path, we
vania. This was quite well attended and a may not see the way before us but we know
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our Guide and he knows the end from the
beginning.
As a group of worshippers here a t the
Messiah Home Chapel we can say with
Samuel: "Hitherto hath the Lord helped
us," and we know that whatever the future
holds in store, our God is able to bring us
through more than conquerors.
Elizabeth Kanode, Cor.

MARRIAGES —
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1:00 p. m. Bishop C. N. Hostetter, Jr., officiated with Eld. S. B. Stoner and Eld. A. W.
Clrmenhaga assisting Interment in Granthan
Memorial Cemetery.
CrISK—Myra Bitner Gish w a s born July 13,
1872 a n d died on Dec. 16, 1942 a t her home,
Carlisle, R. D. 6, after a lingering illness, a t
the age of 70 yrs., 5 mos., and 3 days.
Surviving a r e h e r husband, Bro. Daniel Glsh,
and one son, John E. a t home; also a brotneis,
Eliott and Creton Bitner of Canada.
A brief service w a s held Dec. 19 a t t h e
Myers funeral home conducted by Rev. J. Roy
Asper. F u r t h e r services in the Mechanicsburg
church were conducted by Rev. Ed. H. W e n g t r
assisted by Rev. Roy Wenger, Carlisle. Text
Heb. 11:16. Interment in Mechanicsburg
cemetery.

MUSSER-WINOrERT—On January 1, 1943 a t
11 o'clock a t the home of the bride's parents
Bro. a n d ' Sr. John C. Wingert, Chambersburg,
Pa., R. R. 1, there occurred the marriage of
their daughter, Sr. Pearl C. Wingert to Bro.
Paul J. Musser, son of Bro. & Sr. Clarence
Musser, Newburg, Pa., R. R. 1.
The ceremony was performed by Eld. Har vey B. Musser. May God's blessing attend
them a s they travel life's pathway.

S 3 P I O G L E — J e s s e Irvin Replogle, infant
son of Bro. and Sr. Elvin Replogle of Woodbury, Pa., w a s born May 17, 1942, and departed
tnis life December 24, 1942, death being due
to pneumonia. Funeral services were held a t
the home, December 26 a t 2:30 p. m., conducted by Bish. J. S. Oldham, Rev. R. I.
Feather and Rev. A. H. Stern. Interment in
the Dry Hill Cemetery.

SIDEE-SEERK—Bro. Ray Sider, son of Sr.
Verna and the late Bro. Peter Sider of Stevensville, Ont., and Sr. Kathryn, daughter of
Bertie Ray and Sr. Hazel Sherk of Ridgeway.
Ont., were united in marriage on Friday, Nov.
13 1942 a t the home of the bride's parents.
Bish. Bert Sherk officiated. May the blessing
of t h e Lord attend their future lives.

SIDER—Bro. Benjamin Sider of Stevensville, Ont., departed this life on Mon., Dec. 28,
1942 in his 84th year. He was a son of t h e
late Bro. and Sr. Jacob C. Sider. H e was united
in marriage to Rachel Haun, who passed away
about 6 years ago. In early married life he
sought the Lord and united with the Brethren
in Christ (Tunker) church of which he w a s a
member to t h e end.
He is survived by one son Carlton, eleven
grandchildren and eleven great grandchildren.
Those residing in the immediate home were 2
grandsons Howard and Albert Sider who, with
their sister Violet, were left orphans in their
childhood and were cared for by their grandparents; also Sr. Albert Sider, 3 great grandchildren, and Ethel Hawkins who h a s been a
resident in the home since a child and who
helped much in caring for Bro. Sider in his
declining years which were spent in total
blindness. He also leaves 1 brother, Simeon
and 2 sisters, Mary Winger and Christie Winger, besides other relatives a n d friends.
Funeral services were conducted on Thursday, December 31, a t t h e home, and then a t
the Black Creek church by Eld. Jesse Winger
assisted by Bish. Bert Sherk and Eld. Edward
Nigh. Interment in the adjoining cemetery.

SWITZER-SlAGEXiIi—On the 31st day of
Dec. 1942, I r a W. Switzer, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Aaron Switzer of Thomas, Okla., and Beulah
M. Slagell, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Dan
Slagell of Hydro, Okla., were united in marriage a t t h e Pleasant View Mennonite Church,
Rev. J. M. Crawford officiating. May God
richly bless this union.
CLmEHHAGA-SIAGENWEIT-At e i g h t
o'clock on the evening of October twenty-second a t t h e Beulah College Chapel, in the presence of one hundred guests, there occurred
the marriage of Dorcas M. Slagenweit, daughter of Bro. and Sr. David A. Slagenweit of
Martinsburg, Penna., and David E. Climenhaga, son of Rev. and Mrs. John A. Climenhaga of Stowe, Pennsylvania. Rev. Arthur M.
Climenhaga was the officiating minister.

— O B 1 T U A R l ES —
BBECHEILL—Cora Miller Brechbill, eldest
daughter of F r a n k M. and Orpha Miller, w a s
born in Sandusky Co., Ohio June 3, 1894, and
died in the Carlisle Hospital, Carlisle, Penna.
Jan. 2, 1943, age 48 years, 7 months,-and 30
When only 'a young girl she with h e r parents
moved to the state of Indiana where she lived
until the spring of 1924. She was converted
a t the age of eleven years and united with t h e
Church of the Brethren. At the age of eighteen
she changed her membership to the Brethren
in Christ Church, of which body she w a s a
faithful and loyal member.
After completing normal work she became a
teacher in the grade schools of Dekalb Co.,
Ind. teaching for several years. On Sept. 9,
1914 she was united in marriage to Albert H.
Brechbill. To this union were born seven
children: E a r l Donald, Grantham, Pa.; Robert
Keith, Camp Croft, S. C ; Mrs. E a r l Lehman,
Carlisle, Pa.; Anita Kathryn, E s t h er Pauline,
Joseph Albert, and Frances Elizabeth, a t
home. She with her husband moved to Grantham, Pa., in the spring of 1924 where Bro.
Breehbiil became a member of t h e faculty of
Messiah Bible College.
For several years a complication of diseases
had beer, gradually weakening her body and
though for some time her ability to minister
to the physical needs of her family was
limited, yet her keen interest in their intellectual and spiritual development never waned.
On Dec. 30, 1942 she suffered a cerebral hemorrhage. She was conscious during the last
days and recognized the family b u t was able
to acknowledge the recognition only by t h e
hand clasp. A devoted wife and mother h a s
gone but her life will live on.
Besides her companion and seven children
she leaves to mourn their loss her mother,
Mrs. F r a n k M. Miller, Auburn, Ind.; four sisters—Mrs. George Deihl, Avilla, Ind.; Mrs.
Samuel Cook, Auburn, Ind.; Mrs. George
Grogg, Auburn, Ind.; and Mrs. Allen Dawson,
Shipsewana, Ind.; one brother, Orel Miller,
Garrett, Ind.; two grandchildren, and a host
of relations and friends.
Funeral services were conducted in the Messiah Bible College Auditorium on Jan. 6th a t
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ZIMMERMAN— William W. Zimmerman of
Martinsburg, Pa., was born Feb. 9, 1869, and
Bassed away Nov. 22, 1942, a t t h e age of 73
years, 9 months, and 13 days.
Bro. Zimmerman and his wife were converted in the early years of tneir married
life and united with the Brethren in Christ
Church of which he remained a faithful member until h i s death. During his illness of
about nine months he suffered intensely and
willingly submitted to the time when t h e Lord
would take him home.
On April 12, lS94 he w a s united in marriage
with Nora Kensinger of Martinsburg, Pa. To
this union were born nine children, two of
whom preceded him in death. Surviving are
the wife and these children: George E. and
Jacob I. both of Martinsburg, Mrs. Mary Lehman of Mechanicsburg, Mrs. Grace Stern and
Mrs. Fannie Metzker of Martinsburg, Mrs.
Clara Gabler of Shippensburg, and Mrs. Roger
Mannings of Hagerstown, Maryland. Also one
sister, Mrs. Mary Kauffman and twenty grandchildren.
Funeral services were held a t the Martinsburg Church on Thanksgiving Day in charge
of Rev. J. Howard Feather assisted by Bish.
J. S. Oldham. The text used was Matt. 24:42.
Interment in Spring Hope Cemetery a t Martinsburg. .

" I A m Not To Be Q u o t e d ! "

A

GENTLEMAN .of our acquaintance received a letter from a very prominent
Christian leader. It contained some very
"juicy information" about another Christian. If there was truth in the assertion,
the man under fire should have been removed from his position. The recipient of
the letter felt that some very drastic steps
should be taken, but, to his disappointment,
he found this " P . S."—"1 am
absolutely
NOT to be quoted."

But you know how it i s ! The recipient
could not but share such a choice morsel,
but in repeating it, he was very careful to
TRUMP—Mary A. Bowers was born May 13, say: " I know this is authentic because So1855, a t Louisville, Stark County, Ohio, and and-So said so, b u t he is NOT to be
departed this life December 4, 1942, a t t h e age
of 87 years, 6 months, 21 days. Her parents both quoted!"
died when she was quite young, and her early
life was spent with relatives. In 1874, she
After the story h a d been passed about in
and her sister Rosana came to Illinois, near
this way for a time, with all the sidelights
Palo.
A short time later, she w a s converted and
united with t h e Brethren in Christ Church, which each conveyor was able to throw
and for over 65 years remained a faithful upon the matter—of course, all being very
member, until her departure.
In Nov. 1877, she was united in marriage to careful to stipulate that Mr. So-and-So was
the Rev. Henry L. Trump who preceded h e r in "absolutely
NOT
to be quoted"
one
death on July 21, 1941.
To t h is union were born three sons, Andrew, brother got hold of it who failed to catch
George, and Charles.
Also brought up in this home w a s a foster " P . S." Being a rather conscientious stuson, O. M. Smith of Independence, Iowa.
dent of the Bible, it occurred to him that
For 36 years she resided on a farm in the
the proper one to whom to repeat this invicinity of Palo.
In 1913 she and her husband moved to Palo formation was the Lord. He did so, and the
where the remainder of her life was spent.
During t h e 64 years of happy married life, Lord (perhaps not having been told about
she w a s a real companion to her husband in the " P . S.") seemed to tell this brother to
the ministry, a successful home-maker, and
Christian mother, practicing the spirit of her go directly to the man most concerned, on
Lord in every task in t h e home.
Surviving her are three sons, a foster son, the basis of Gal. 6 : 1 .
five grandchildren, and five great grandchilHe did so. And they h a d a good laugh.
dren.
Funeral services were held in t h e Palo The story had been told about the wrong
Church of the Brethren, December 7, with Eld.
LeRoy B. Walters officiating. Interment in the fellow!
Palo cemetery.
None of the others who had picked up
WOLOKEMTJTH—Clair M: Wolgemuth of
this juicy morsel ha d ever come to him
Mount Joy, Pa., 8 months' old son of Bro.
Joseph M. and Sr. Edna Miller Wolgemuth about it. How could they? It would be
died in the Lancaster General hospital on Dec. violating a confidence. Had not So-and-So
15. 1942 of pneumonia, after an illness of four
days.
stipulated, " / am, absolutely NOT to be
Beside t h e parents the following brothers
and sisters survive: Wilbur, Joseph, Robert, quoted" ?
Martha, Catharine and E r n e s t all a t home;
So on and on the story goes until some
paternal grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. H i r a m E.
Wolgemuth, Mount Joy, Pa.; and the maternal day it will come u p against the Judgment
grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Z. Miller,
Seat of Christ and all who helped to spread
Palmyra, Pa.
Funeral services were held a t the Wolgemuth home on Thursday afternoon, Dec. 17, it will be reminded that God has kept
1942, with Bishop I. W. Musser and Bishop books and that they must give account for
Noah Risser officiating. Interment in the
every idle word.—Selected.
Cross Roads cemetery.
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THE SPIRIT WHISPERS
B. M. Books
HE name of Elijah and his many severe
judgments upon Israel are indelibly
stamped in the minds of Bible lovers and
are among the cherished household stories
of our early childhood. These national
judgments were caculated as corrective
measures, to stimulate repentance. Israel's
moral declension had fallen so low that
the only course God could take was to punish them. Because of this the burning zeal
of Elijah sought to vindicate the righteousness of God. But to him success was slowly coming. You will find in the record of
this thrilling story, God speaking to Elijah
in a still small voice. I love to think of it
as the whisper of the Spirit. Instead of the
loud, noisy spectacular, life-and-death activity is now the gentle, creative, enterprising voice. How characteristic of love,
mercy, kindness and not the cold order of
law and justice.

T

I.

IN E L I J A H ' S DAY.

Let us hurriedly pass along the high
points of Elijah's busy life. He shut up the
heavens that they did not rain for a few
years. And then called for it and it gave
rain. In the interval he was marvelously
fed, and made a blessing to the poor widow
of Zarephath. But his most impressive work
was when he challenged apostate Israel on
Mt. Carmel and came off a mighty victor
for God. After he had liquidated the
prophets of Baal, Jezebel's threat to take
his life temporarily broke his spirit and
dinted his armor of courage. He fled the
country for sheer fear and cowardice. He
even now welcomed death, for all his efforts had miscarried, as he thot, and the
future was dark.
Here arriving at Mt. Horeb God intercepted this mighty Prophet, rebuked him as
well as instructed him in or thru a new
means of communication. He was to play a
new role in God's program. The new means
of divine revelation was emphasized thru a
striking drama of contrasts. A raging wind
whips the mountain side in maddening
fury, uprooting massive boulders and
hurling them down the canyons with resounding echoes. But it registers no significance so far as God is concerned. Then
follows a quivering, reeling earth, heaving
and quaking, but all this is meaningless
and empty so far as God's message of service goes. The next act was the providence
of fire. It burned, scorched, and withered
all things under its deadening rays. This
too offered no announcement of the presence of Deity.
We can only guess what this somber
and impressive silence of heaven could
mean to Elijah. While he stood musing,
dumbfounded and perplexed, a still small
voice came as with the wings of a dove
that bore the divinely majestic message of
God. There are many valuable lessons that
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play in the unfolding of this captivating
narrative, but for our purpose we shall
hold to the thot of the Still Small Voice.
II. I N OUR DAY .
The saints, the believers, frequently pass
thru thrilling experiences and mighty manifestations ot God where revivals, healings,
preachings, answers to prayer, conventions,
and conferences lift the soul and spirit to
pinnacles of emotional delights. These
moments of high resolve and deeply inwrought fervency do not always carry over
to a consistent walk of faith. For after the
revival "meetings cease and the evangelist is
gone, the physical body relaxes, the emotional upheavel drops to the level of a quiet
walk, then we need something to guide us,
a steadying force to keep our feet in the
right path. For this very purpose the Spirit
is provided to help us. It is to the whisper
of the Spirit and His orders that we now
should give heed. The quiet access to God
and His fellowship with man brings blessing and inspiration of untold value. This
kindly whisper of the Spirit to a man's soul
is one of the most beautiful experiences in
this life of fleshly clay.
Many have and do speak of appreciating
the checks of the Spirit, as tho they appreciated being arrested when going wrong.
This is good but this is negative and condemnatory, for the Spirit is essentially positive and aggressive. "He will guide you
into all truth," "He will teach you all
things," are Bible quotations. I love to
think of the whisper of the Spirit as speaking creatively, showing us opportunities of
doing good, improving the time, and approving the things we are doing. He shows
us how to contact.men about their souls
and help in the work Of the church which
are all wide open fields. The Spirit uses
people sometimes as intermediaries to
speak to us, but priority must be given to
the Spirit to speak to men directly. The
Spirit speaks thru groups and bodies of
people and also directly to individuals.
There is Bible ground for both methods.
We neglect to heed the Voice, to our own
hurt.
Here are some things that the Spirit will
do for us. He comforts us, He forewarns
and prepares us with faith for that severe
temptation or battle. He puts the restless at
ease, the jittery nerves He tames, and
bodies that are fidgety He steadies.
If we but waited upon the Spirit so that
He could whisper to us He would soon
after conversion lead us into Holiness and
things that accompany that experience. He
speaks concerning the language we use: is
it slang, useless and injurious palaver;
does our dress become the humility of holiness, are our homes in their equipment
orderly and under Divine approval; is our
leisure, reading, and radio entertainment

27

guided to profitable and wholesome ends?
By all of this, of course, we would imply
that we have a single eye to the Spirit's
whisper more than the popular religious
sanction of right and wrong of our group.
To some groups there would be a conformity and to others it would mean a separation, me thinks. Yes, the Spirit is faithful
if only we have an ear to hear, for He
creeks here that we may avoid, and there
He urges us to push forward, or again
there to hold steady.
There is an atmosphere of the Bible that
if were there, in lowly inquiry, seek God's
pleasure the Spirit is ready to whisper its
meaning and reveal its content to us and
for us, of lasting value. 0 , that we could
get quiet long enough in order that all
other voices would cease their clamor and
the Spirit only would speak to us.
The Spirit is always courteous. He will
not force His attention. Many I fear have
brushed the Spirit aside so that He can not
speak to them. It takes a sensitive ear to
detect the Spirit in this noisy scientific and
materialistic age. Everything is done and
planned in terms of the earthly, rush and
speed are the fashion, the measuring stick
is the dollar and much of life is regimented
into one large mass of helpless slaves.
Many are in such a hurry to carry out their
own plans lest the Spirit should halt them
and spoil their plans. In His quietness He
whispers secrets of spiritual worth. He is
resourceful, suggestive and ever refreshing.
Are you puzzled, in doubt, anxious? He
has an easy way out; let Him solve your
problems. He gives eyes to pierce the fog
and ears attuned to the deep and distant
happenings.
The Spirit is patient, never in a hurry.
It is so because He is always on schedule
time. We are often impatient and in a
flurry because we fail to properly evaluate
every event and person, but not so the
Spirit. The Spirit moves easily if we use
His program, He will keep us hourly posted with our duties for each hour.
Is this then not an art that we should all
seek,—to hear the Voice of the Spirit of
God. It depends upon what priority we
give the Spirit in our life. Is He first or is
He last?
—Upland, Calif.
»
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Just Between You and Me

A

RELIGION that is not worth exporting
is not worth keeping at home.
When angry, count ten before speaking.
When very angry, count one hundred and
then don't speak.
Life has two ends and one of those has
been used; better take care of the other
one.
The way to keep your religion is to keep
it busy.
A mule can't pull while kicking. Neither
can you..
The church is full of willing people.
Half are willing to work and the rest are
willing to let them.—Selected.
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THE CHRISTIAN AND WAR
J. A. Huffman, Dean of Religion, Taylor University
HE first question with which one is confronted when asked to determine the
Christian's attitude to any particular thing
is, what is that thing in its essential nature. If the thing is right, noble, and good,
of course the Christian is favorable to it
and supports it to the measure of his interest and ability. If the thing in question is
wrong, the Christian must, of necessity,
disapprove it and refrain from it, no matter what the consequences or cost. Either
war is right or it is wrong: it cannot be
both.
In the first place, war, when analyzed, is
a highly developed program of deceiving,
stealing, and killing. War, omitting either
one of these items, would not be war.
There has never been a formula devised
for the Christian conduct of war. The
mightier the weapons of war which are
invented, the more remote becomes the possibility of anything like a war which is less
than cruel and devastating. Pearl Harbor
is an up-to-date illustration of what war
really is.
War is a duelling between nations. Killing is no less killing, because people are
killed in greater numbers. If killing is
wrong, and a violation of the command of
God, as everyone knows it is, there is no
authority vested in any man or government which can make it right. The men
who fight in the wars between nations usually have no grievances against each other,
but are compelled to kill at the command
of self-seeking rulers, for reasons they
know not. War compels men to kill their
racial brothers, and still worse, if that be
possible, war compels Christian brethren to
take each other's lives, if its mandates are
heeded.
War is either God's method, or it is not.
That God should have tolerated the cruelties of war in the old dispensation, when
He was doing the best He could with benighted, hardened men, is one thing, and
war in this dispensation of light, revelation and grace is quite another thing. We
cannot live in the yesterdays, nor measure
ourselves by the light of a former dispensation.
Thinking of war as God's method, Christians revolt. I once heard a great Christian
leader report his reactions as he stood upon the battle field of France, at the close of
the first World War, and saw, as this writer
also once did, the trenches, shell holes and
blood-soaked ground all about him. "If war
is God's method," said he, " I renounce Him
dn the spot." But God need not be renounced on that score, for war is not God's
method.
Despite all efforts made to glorify war,
in the stern language of General Sherman,
quoted by history, "War is hell," and can
never be anything less than that.
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If only a small fraction of the above be
true, then to ask the question whether war
is right or wrong is to answer it.
II.
Let us pause a moment to raise the
question concerning the attitude of the
early Christians to war.
Jesus had repeatedly taught His apostles
the lesson of love, instead of hate. Specifically did He teach them that the accepted
conduct of Lex Talionis, the law of revenge,
"an eye for an eye, and a tooth for a
tooth," could not meet the standards of
their new light. See Matt. 5:38, 39. But
before His departure, on the eve of His
passion, Jesus repeated this lesson in a dramatic way, when Simon Peter, in the Garden of Gethsemane, drew the sword and
cut off a part of the ear of Malchus, the
servant of the high priest. Hear the ringing
rebuke to Peter, and the condemnation of
the sword as the Christian's weapon, when
Jesus said: " P u t up again thy sword into
its place: for all they that take the sword
shall perish with the sword." Matt. 26:52.
It is a significant fact that, so far as history shows, the followers of Christ took
Him seriously, and for three centuries did
not unsheath the sword. But during the
period of the sheathed sword, despite the
fact that tens of thousands of Christians
were burned at the stake or fed to the lions
in the Coliseum, Christianity nominally
conquered the Roman Empire. It was not
until the church had begun to paganize in
the fourth and fifth centuries, and later
Romanize, that Christians again unsheathed
the sword.
It is also of interest to note the revolt
of individuals, and groups against war,
after a war period has come to a close, and
the deceptions and follies of war have been
exposed. It is often the case, however, that
no sooner has a nation been led into war,
or been backed into it as is the case sometimes, than war proponents succeed in creating a war psychology, causing the people
to believe that the particular war is a holy
one, and sentiments and attitudes change.
But what should Christians do about it,
when war is on, and when war sentiment is
strong ?
Within the last short while, this writer
listened to an answer to the above question,
given in a patriotic address by a Christian
minister which briefly stated was: "Throw
away your conscience, and get a gun, and
get at it." This answer is left for the reader's judgment, to decide how safe or dangerous is such advice. The human conscience is the moral sense by which right
and wrong are recognized, therefore, it is
very important that we keep and respect it.
Of course the easier thing to do would
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be to claim the rights of a conscientious
objector against the bearing of arms, if one
h&s and can prove such convictions, for
such is provided in the Selective Service
Act, and agree to render non-combatant
service. This would provide uniforms,
(clothing), food; would enroll the draftee
for monthly salsfty, and would make him
eligible to future pensions and bonuses.
While it might afford him the opportunity
for testifying for Christ in the army, and
perhaps to pray for wounded soldiers, provided he could and would be able to keep
his own religious experience, at the same
time, he would have become a part of the
war machine, which is a series of gradations from stretcher-bearer to the bayonet
charge. It would not be his duty to fire a
gun, only to haul or even handle the munitions which others fire from the guns. He
would not need to thrust a bayonet into the
declared enemy, only help to feed those
whose bloody task it is to do this. Who can
determine the dividing line, in this series
of war participation, that between killing
and not killing. A certain number of noncombatants are necessary in every war,
even if there should be no conscientious
objectors.
There is a popular, religious-sounding
alibi offered for partial or even wholehearted participation in war. It is the oftrepeated, "We're all in it." . . This statement with its implications, is not wholly
true. There may be a sense in which we are
all in it, but we are not all of it. Jesus declared of his disciples who were in the
world; "They are not of the world even as
I am not of the world" John 17:16. This
should hold good of Jesus' present disciples. They are in the world but not of it.
There are several things which constitute
the least that Christians, the most conscientious of them, should do.
First, every Christian living in t h e
U.S.A., or in British domains, should thank
God for a government which takes cognizance of the Christian conscience, and has
so legislated that any person with definite
religious conviction against war participation, and courage enough to make it known,
may serve in some civilian capacity outside
of the military program, and remain a
good citizen. More than fifty Civilian Service camps in the U. S. A. with almost five
thousand draftees, the number of which is
constantly growing, is a testimony of this,
and Britain has also a large number. These
men engage in forestry, soil conservation
and other constructive projects. The fourth
Assistant Secretary of War, who had charge
of the conscientious objectors during the
first World War, told this writer that there
was not the least intention on the part of
the Government that a single, genuine conscientious objector should be mistreated.
This is the situation in the present war,
and for this there should be genuine Christian gratitude.
In the second place, Christians should
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pray for their rulers, as the Scripture commands. Perhaps most Christians do not
pray for their rulers as they ought. We are
a nominally Christian nation, and if we
should succeed in Christianizing our relationships, national and international,
wars with all their cruelty might be
avoided.
Again, Christians should continue their
peace time occupations and pursuits. To
change in favor of war occupations or employment, even to financial advantage,
would be to catch the war spirit and in
some real way become a participant. Christians should rather change their peace-time
pursuits which might have been turned into war channels, to some certain peace industry, even at financial sacrifices.
Christians should want even no financial
spoils of war. It may not be easy to determine the exact gains which war may impose upon some peace-time pursuits, such
as agriculture, when costs also rise with
selling prices of produce. But the Christian should make sure that such gains as
there are be placed into channels of peace
and good will. There are plenty of opportunities for this is the support of relief,
reconstruction, providing for our sons in
Civilian Service Camps, etc. In this way
we can keep out of the very spirit of war,
which war profits might superinduce.
In times of excitement and hysteria,
when the spirit of revenge begins to run
high, Christians should remain prayerful,
calm, steady and loyal to their governments in every conscientious way. Taxes
should be paid, promptly, and such loans
made to the government as can be afforded
for constructive (not war) purposes.
We cannot be assured that the Christian
will find it all pleasant, or easy, to follow
the procedure here outlined. In some countries it would mean certain prosecution "and
imprisonment, to say the least. But not so
in the U. S. A. and British dominions,
where the way of peace and good will,
though not popular, is, nevertheless, made
possible for those who will courageously
take it. The government of the U. S. A. has
been very favorably impressed by the willingness of the historic peace churches, of
which the Mennonite body is one of the
oldest, to undertake the conduct and support of the Civilian Service Camps for the
conscientious objectors who are willing to
give their time, as draftees, without one
penny of any present remuneration or
future claims, in constructive employment
for their government.
It would appear that, as long as the people of any country can be prevailed upon
to allow themselves to become cannon
fodder, politics, economic advantage and
imperialistic ambitions will find strong
pretext for war. When, and if, it becomes
known that the people actually renounce
war as a method of settling disputes, and
cannot engage in it, a more humane andby the same token, a more civilized and
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Christian way will be found. The Christians
should lead in the renunciation of war,
and this can be most effectively done by
maintaining such peace and good will that
it becomes not only non-resistance, but a
super-resistance by love.
IV
This writer does not guarantee the genuineness of the religious convictions of
every one of these thousands of young men
in the C. P . S. camps of the United States,
though he is not disposed to make a case
against a single one of them. There may
be an occasional "slacker" among them.
But, in the main, these young men have
come from homes and groups whose religious tenets are opposed to war, and we
ought not to be surprised, and certainly we
should not condemn them for believing, in
their deepest hearts, what their elders have
taught them. The cost to parents and members of these conscientious objector groups,
as well as the young men of the camps, is
not a small one, when reckoned in the
terms of contribution of money and time,
but must be considered as a part of the
price which must be paid for discipleship
with Christ.
These young men, genuine in their convictions, and consistent in their other practices of living, choosing the C. P . S. camps
for the sake of good conscience are martyr
stuff. No band plays for them when they
leave, and none will play for them .vhen
they return, and they may carry a measure
of the stigma of the world through life,
even as the early Christians did, but they
are writing a new chapter in the history of
the followers of Christ. They are living
out, under the acid test of unfavorable circumstances, what their seniors have professed under more favorable conditions.
They are registering the most effective rebuke to war that the modern world has
seen. Let us pray for, support, and prove
ourselves worthy of these youthful, u n s m g
heroes of the Cross of Christ.
Taylor University
Dec. 1, 1942
» y»
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A Solemn Testimony

D

R. SPRING, reviewing his long ministerial career, gives the following testimony, which is instructive, solemn and
full of warning:
"I have seen Universalists and infidels
die, and during a ministry of fifty-five
years I have not found a single instance of
peace and joy in their views of eternity.
No, nothing but an accusing conscience and
the terrors of apprehension.
" I have seen men die who were men of
merciful temperament, men of pleasure and
fun, men of taste and literature, lovers of
the opera and the theatre, rather than the
house of God; and I never saw an instance
in which such persons died in peace. They
died as they lived. Life was a blank, and
death the King of terrors; a wasted life;
an undone eternity!"
—Submitted by a Reader.
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With Reverence for God's House
(Continued from page 21)
the service. No person would seek an interview with the President of the United States
and then go to sleep during the interview.
We would not even risk going to sleep
during an interview with our local gasoline
rationing board. May we respectfully point
out that when in God's house we are in the
presence of One infinitely greater than the
President of the United States and the benefits to be had there are of priceless value to
our never-dying souls.
A young candidate for the ministry just
before beginning his first sermon looked
up to the ceiling above the pulpit and saw
a picture of a large eye. Round about the
eye were written these words, "Thou God
seest me." It is said that young man was
just a little shaken during his first sermon
because of the picture, but it had a profound effect upon his whole ministry. He
realized his sacred responsibility in standing before expectant congregations in the
place of God. A minister who says things
and acts in such a manner as to deliberately provoke laughter or entertain fails in
making the best use of the hour of worship
and detracts from a reverent attitude in
worship. While dealing with the thought of
correct attitude on the part of Christian
workers it may not be out of place to mention the decorum of the revival service and
its altar. It is unbecoming if the service
deteriorates into a scene which manifests
the works of the flesh and attracts more attention to the worshipper than to God.
There are a number of things we can do
as a church to create a more reverent atmosphere in God's house. We can leave undone those things mentioned above. We
can learn much from some of our sister
churches. We can come on time, enter
ouietly, sit silently meditating on God until the service begins. We ought to make
our full contribution to the service by
helping to pray or by doing whatever may
lie in our power to do. The service being
ended we should leave thoughtfully as from
the very presence of God.
Let us then with determination attack
this problem of irreverence. The tremendous demands of modern life make it imperative that we get the utmost good out of
our hour of worship. We cannot afford to
sacrifice one moment of this most important interview with Almighty God for such
trifles as so frequently engage us. In summing up the whole matter, are we putting
it too strongly when we sav. if the spiritual
experience of a worshipper has not
wrought within him a true reverence for
God's house, that person's experience is incomplete?
A Methodist minister, retiring, happily
built his first permanent home and named
it Dunmovin.
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The Deacon's Singing School

|

!TAe Family Circle
Losing the W a y

that Kathryn studied until
Tto HEbedthefirstinbellthenight
rang for "lights out" and came
dark. Anne Prouty had nothing to say, aloud. Inwardly she thought.
"Missed her Bible reading. Well, she is
judge of herself."
But when it happened three nights in the
same week, Anne screwed up courage to
ask. a little timidly,
"You haven't had time to read your Bible much lately, have y o u ? " Kathryn was
silent for a moment, and then answered
rather guiltily,
"I'll read an extra chapter to make up
for it. I was so interested in my work that
I forgot to notice the time and the bells."
It was rather a lame excuse, and Anne
felt it. She ventured another question,
"Did you read an extra chapter for the
other nights you missed this week?"
"Not yet," Kathryn confessed reluctantly. "It has been such a busy week."
"If I had told you this time last week
that you would not read it for three days
in succession. I doubt if you would have
believed me," Anne pursued. "Once does
make it a lot easier to do it again, doesn't
it?"
"Yes, it does," the other confessed, " I
am ashamed, but I will make it up, Anne."
"Do you mind if I tell you a s t o r y ? "
Anne asked. "I don't want to preach to you,
but I do think you are on dangerous
ground, and I want to save you if I can
from what I have already seen."
"Go ahead," Kathryn answered, a trifle
later. Anne was a dear, but sometimes she
made you feel pretty much in the wrong—
but never unless you really were, Kathryn
hastily and loyally amended to herself.
"When I was going to school here before,
I used to. know a girl who had onlv lately
found Christ, and the true jov of being a
Christian. It was all so new and strange'to
her. and she found ever so much pleasure
in her Bible reading and praver. There was
alwavs something amazingly rich and
satisfying unfolding as she read, and I
don't know of anybody who could have gotten more real joy out of personal, private
devotion.
"We all went home for Christmas vacation that year, and when this girl came back
she was different. She used to get 'the
blues' and brood for hours at a time. Her
friends tried to encourage her. and to coax
her out of those spells, but the SDells persisted. She might be as glad as thev for a
little bit. but she soon lapsed back into the
old black mood.

"The biggest change in her was due to
the fact that whenever she had a spare moment to think, she thought with guilt and
shame of how she had drifted away from
her happy communion with the Father, and
of the sinfulness that must have come within herself before she could have reached
such a condition. She was afraid to try
again, telling herself that if she should, it
would only happen as it had before. The
thought of this clouded her enjoyment in
everything, and she was almost despondent.

" I AM going out to see if I can start a
I singing school," said the good man as
he stood buttoning up his overcoat and
muffling up his ears one bitter cold night.
"A singing school?" said his wife. "How
will you do t h a t ? "
" I have heard of a widow around the
corner a block or so who is in suffering
circumstances. She has five little children
and two of them are sick, and she has
neither fire nor food. I thought I would
just step around and look into the case."
"Go by all means," said his wife, "and
lose no time; if they are in such need we
can relieve them some, but I can't see what
all this has to do with a singing school.
But never mind, you need not stop to tell
me now; go quickly, and do all you can
for the poor woman."
So out into the piercing cold of the wintry night went the husband, while the wife
turned to the fireside and her sleeping
babes, who in their warm cribs, with the
glow of health upon their cheeks, showed
that they knew nothing of cold or pinching
want. With a thankful spirit she thought of
her blessings, as she sat down to her little
pile of mending.
Very busily and quietly she worked,
puzzling all the time over what her husband could have meant by starting a singing school—a singing school and the
widow! How queer! What possible connection could they have? At last she grew
tired of the puzzling thought and said to
herself, "I won't bother myself thinking
about it any more. He will tell me all about
it when he comes home. I only hope we
may be able to help the widow and make
her poor heart sing with joy. T h e r e ! " she
exclaimed, "can that be what he meant?
The widow's heart singing for joy!
Wouldn't that be a singing school ? It must
be; it is just like John. How funny that I
should find it out," and she laughed merrily at her lucky guess.

" I could not begin to tell you the depths
of despair that the girl suffered before
she finally found help for her trouble. You
see, she had been ashamed and afraid to
talk to anybody about it, and in that way
missed wise counsel that might have come
to her earlier. Somebody did find out her
trouble and gave her the help she needed,
but not until she had spent a great deal of
time in painful brooding, and even doubting her soul's salvation. She learned to
'forget those things which are behind, and
reach forth unto those things which are before.' but not without a very painful lesson."
Anne was silent, and Kathryn said nothing for a long time. At last she heaved a
long sigh.
"Do I know the g i r l ? " she asked.
"I am sure you do," was Anne's answer,
and the tears welled up in her eyes as she
turned away.—Unknown.

Taking up her work again she stitched
away with a happy smile on her face as she
thought over her husband's words, and followed him in imagination in his kind ministrations. By and by two shining tears
dropped down, tears of pure joy, drawn
from the deep wells of her love for her
husband, of whom she thought she never
felt so fond before.
At the first sound of footsteps she sprang
to open the door. " 0 John! Did you start
the singing school?"
"I reckon I did," said the husband, as
soon as he could loose his wrappings, "but
I want you to hunt up some flannels and
things to help keep it u p . "
"Oh, yes! I will. I know now what you
mean. I have thought it all out. Making
the widow's heart sing for joy is your singing school. What a precious work, John!
'Pure religion and undefiled . . . is . . . to
visit the fatherless and widows in their

f

"There is always a reason for a change
in an individual, and this was the cause of
her despondency. While she was at home
for her Christmas vacation she found an
entirely different routine from what she
had been used to in school. The first night
she managed to get her devotions in the
same as ever. The second night something
happened to upset her daily habit, and she
had none at all. The third night the same
thing happened again, and she finally decided to give it up altogether while she
was at home, promising herself that as
soon as she returned to school tbinys would
swing back into the old track again.
"It was not so easy as she had anticipated when she returned. There seemed to
be a superabundance of school work, and
with one thing and another she found that
her devotion was once more crowded out.
When she sometimes did snatch a moment
to read her Bible and to pray, it was not as
it had been before. Some contact that she
had before with the spiritual was gone.
Her mind dwelt on other things, and it
was almost impossible, in such a short time
as she felt she could spare, to concentrate
on what she was reading, and really come
into a devotional frame of mind.
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affliction.' My own heart has been singing
for joy all the evening because of your
work, and I do not mean to let you do it
alone. I want to draw out some of this wonderful music. There are many hearts which
would be the better if there could be singing schools started in them. Let's you and
I do all we can. Perhaps others may catch
the key-note and help to swell the song, until many a widow's heart shall be. comforted and the fatherless be fed."
—Advocate and Guardian.
(Submitted by a Reader)

Right Up to De Station

T

HIS noon, as I came home from work on
the bus, an elderly Negro lady got on
and rode home, too. She got off the bus
several blocks before I did.
The bus driver is very kind and considerate, and always drives up close to the
sidewalk when he can. So he drove real
close to the sidewalk for this old lady.
When she started to get off she said; "This
bus sure do take you right up to de station."
Of course we smiled, but I have not been
able to dismiss the little incident and her
statement, "Right up to de station," from
my mind.
Yes, sure, if we were asked, we would all
say we want to go to Heaven! But I wonder if we are all riding on the right Bus—
the Salvation Bus.
I have heard this old Negro lady give
her testimony of how she loves the Lord
and the marvelous way the Lord answers
her prayers, and how He cares for her. Yes,
she is on the Salvation bus that is taking
her to Heaven. Some day it will take her
"Right up to de station."
Are you living for the Lord ? Are you on
the Salvation Bus?—Rosa Allen.

Needy Chinese Aid British
Christians

R

EFUGEE students and teachers of China,
many of whom live in mud huts and
sleep on bare boards, recently sent $960
in Chinese currency for relief of Christians in England. The gift was sent by Dr.
Francis Cho-Min Wei, president of Central
China College in Kunming, to Dr. William
Paton in New York, secretary of the new
British Council for Churches, for transmission to London. Dr. Wei called the gift "a
token of Christian sympathy and fellowship." The sum represents contributions
from faculty members and students of
Central China College and Canton Theological College, both "universities in exile." The givers are a part of a refugee
group, of approximately 52,000, who evaded capture by marching 1,500 miles from
the eastern part of China into its remote
western provinces. There they are going
on with their studies under severe hardships.—The Indiana
Presbyterian.
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DO PRESENT-DAY' CONDITIONS
HUMBLE US?
Orrie D. Yoder
And Jehoshaphat feared and set himself
to seek the Lord, and proclaimed a fast
throughout all Judah. (II Chron. 2 0 : 3 ) .
They are not humbled, even unto this
day, neither have they feared. (Jer. 4 4 : 1 0 ) .

O

UR texts refer to two opposite reactions
of the people of God toward conditions surrounding them. In the time of Jehoshaphat, prevailing conditions gripped
the God-fearing king and his subjects with
a stern reality of the enemy's purpose to
triumph over them and to defeat God's
plan for them. Later, when false prophets
were at the head of the same people, brazen
disobedience to God and indifference to His
warnings brought about a condition described by God Himself when He said—
"They are not humbled, even to this day,
neither have they feared."
Since we to-day profess to be God's people, it is very much in order that we survey our present attitudes toward prevailing
conditions and determine whether real humility is in evidence, or whether we are
not humbled. Are we willing to honestly
face the facts of the day, even if it means
humbling ourselves and proclaiming a fast
throughout all the church, or are we like
the people of God in the days of Jeremiah,
unmoved and not humbled in spite of all
the warnings given by God and in spite of
all His dealings with us?
Let surrounding conditions to-day become bad and threatening like they were
both in the time of Jehoshaphat and of
Jeremiah, our God is still our refuge and
help, if we humble ourselves and seek His
favor! But judgment and woe was the lot
of God's own chosen people when they did
not humble themselves, and judgment and
woe will be to us, if we like them. are
blinded by a false optimism that will not
bow to God!
Upon what kind of a people does the
Lord look down as He looks down upon us
to-day? Does He look upon a people humbled, and seeking His special help in prayer as dark conditions surround and threaten
the very capitals of God's people? Or does
He need to say as He looks upon us, "Thev
are not humbled, even unto this day,"
neither do they fear? What kind of leaders
does He see directing His flocks to-day,
leaders who fear and lead their people to
seek the Lord in prayer and fasting, or
leaders who lull the people to sleep in
their sins in spite of approaching dangers
and imminent judgments?
Dear reader, surely we know which of the
above groups we desire for our company!
Surely we want to be of those who humble
ourselves and. with a renewed faith, seek
the Lord and His help for this day!

Surely we to-day would be humble and
seek the Lord as never before when we see
the modern church with all her acquired
culture and enlarged program, becoming
more and more helpless to be the guiding
light and the preserving salt of the world
of darkness and decay. Surely as we sense
the growing opposition to the church and
her missionary program and see the unevangelized masses of earth's millions, we
would be humbled and seek the Lord.
Inasmuch as we know that we are nearer
to the coming of our Lord than ever before, surely we would be humbled because
we. in our religious circles alone, hear so
little and speak so little of "that blessed
hope," and our love for "His appearing"
seems so feeble and cold. What if we have
"not oil in our vessels" when He comes!
Surely we would be humbled as we behold our Western nations, once civilized
and saved from Paganism by the gospel of
Christ, but to-day reverting to ancient
Pagan customs as fast as modern science
can invent means and ways.
With churches, homes and nations still
suffering from moral and financial disease
and ruin of a world war of a quarter century past, what but an unprecedented humility and fear of God, will save us from
the present dreadful world outlook!
Surely the rising spirit of militarism in
our land of freedom ( ? ) , with all its cruel
demands, should make us fear and seek the
Lord as never before.
Look at the late multiplied marriages;
religious people and worldly people, rushing hastily into marriage for selfish purposes and for reasons foreign to God's
plan. Consider the spirit of worldly commercialism and unsanctified culture that are
breathing their deadly germs into our very
churches and homes until our religion and
standards of faith have become one of our
cheapest and most secondary possessions.
"Let thy grace Lord, make me lowly,
Humble all my swelling pride."
"They are not humbled, even unto this
day, neither have they feared."
1 mtm. i

Hit the Mark
F you would hit a mark, vou must know
where it is. Some people aim at Christian perfection; but mistaking it for angelic
perfection they shoot above the mark, miss
it, and then peevishly give up their hopes.
Others place the mark as much too low;
hence it is that you hear men profess to
have attained Christian perfection when
they have not so much as attained the mental serenity of a philosopher, or the candor
of a good-natured conscientious heathen.
—John Fletcher.
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Nuggets Gleaned from Services
Held in the Abilene Brethren in
Christ Church, C. N. Hostetter, Jr.,
Evangelist
If you are a "yes-man" in relation to
God you can say no to the world.
God does not make any one say yes. We
are free moral agents.
Faith is the result of having seen and
heard.
The "yes-man" in close relation to God is
a strong man.
By nature we are built to want our own
way.
One never gets close to God until he lays
down his prejudice.
If you will surrender your will to God
He will satisfy your hungry heart.
One must have a teachable heart if he
wants to enjoy the blessings of God.
A lot of people don't get the blessings of
God because they do not humble themselves.
One does not find victory because he does
not say yes to God.
The yes of testimony counts for God.
If we are going to follow God supremely
it is going to cost us something.
It pays to serve God whether for this
world or for the world to come.
God's plan for life is the best plan.
God has a plan for every life.
Many times God's plan unfolds slowly.
God is never in a hurry but is always on
time.
You are not what you are through heredity only but you are what you allow God
to make of you.
God's plan for our lives is always better
than we can make for ourselves.
If you want the God-planned life you will
have to give Him your life when you are
young.
God will do all He can for us with what
is left if we do not surrender to Him in
our youth.
God wants your body to make of it an
instrument of action and service.
We must keep step with light, day by
day after we accept God.
God's plan with our life is such that it
should'not be trifled with.
It is a great tragedy to turn down God's
plan for your life. Your life and influence
touches some other life.
The vile man talks as he does because
he is a slave even though he lives in a
land of freedom of speech.
The law of God gives us the expression
of God's will for man.
We have a clearly defined standard of
truth in God's law.
Our morality and standard of truth is
grounded in God.
We are living in an electrical age. Everything is controlled by a switch but our children.
Man breaks God's law because the law of
sin is too strong in him.
To be continued.
Submitted by J.A.K.
"Be of good courage,
strengthen thine heart."

and

he

shall
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Rejecting the Life Line

I

REMEMBER reading the story of a shipwreck. The life-saving crew were doing
their best in the midst of an awful storm.
They had succeeded in throwing a life-line,
when a man laughed, " H a ! H a ! H a ! " and
took a hatchet and cut the line in two. He
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was insane; during the wreck his mind
had become unbalanced and instead of
grasping his only hope for salvation, he
cut the line in two. We have seen people
who would laugh at the gospel. They say,
" H a ! H a ! what a crazy crowd that i s ! "
They have rejected the life-line—the gospel—their only means of salvation.—Sel.

COMMENTARIES AND BIBLE STUDY BOOKS
Clarke's Commentary
Adam Clarke's Commentary h a s been recognized for years as a wonderful and reliable library of helps for the minister. It
covers the whole Bible in order, text by text,
and is a vast storehouse of ideas and inspiration for the owner.
We carry both t he original, as Clarke
wrote it himself, and as revised by Dr. Curry. In six volumes. Can be purchased separately. Volumes 5 and 6 cover t h e New
Testament. Bound in quality cloth, imitation leather. Size 6% x 10.
Original $2.50 a volume, $15 a set complete
Revised $2.50 a volume, $15 a set complete
TERMS on either set, $3.00 down, $3.00 a
month until $18 h a s been paid.
References required on credit accounts
An explanation—Volumes 1-2-3-4 are the
same in both t h e original and revised sets.
Volumes 5 and 6 a r e t h e only ones revised.

Matthew Henry's Commentary on
the Bible
New edition. 6 volumes. This work h a s
been considered a standard of i t s kind. I t
has probably enjoyed a larger sale than any
other commentary on the market. I t will be
welcomed in i t s new edition although the
cost of production h a s been such as to demand a higher price than h a s been charged
for it heretofore. Sets not broken.
Cloth, $15.00.
TERMS on complete set, $3.00 down, $3.00 a
month until $18 h a s been paid.
References required on credit accounts

The Bible, Book by Book
By J . E. Tidwell
This book is an exceedingly helpful guide
to a first-hand study of the books of the Bible as-well as to general facts about Biblical
times and customs.
Dr. Tidwell takes up the Bible book by
book, discussing the purpose of the book, the
general setting, the contents, the relation of
this particular book to each of the others and
its relation to the whole Bible. This is not
another book about the Bible but a guide to
a study of t h e Bible.
A scheme of lessons with regular assignments h a s been provided, covering a year's
work, so t h a t it can be used a s a textbook for
classes in Introductory Bible. Price, $1.50.

The Life and Times of Jesus
the Messiah
"The most important general work on the
life of Christ in our language."
By Alfred Edersheim, M.A., D.D., Ph.D.
I n two volumes — $3.50 the set
The N e w Edition of t h i s standard,
thorough, and most competent L I F E OF
CHRIST, interwoven- with a History of the
times in which He lived.
This set is the logical work for students of
the Life of Christ, for it brings out not only
the facts, but all the background so necessary in the interpretation of the facts. Two
Volumes, over 1500 pages, complete references and index, strong cloth binding, $4.00.

A Dictionary of the Bible
Fourth Revised Edition a t Reduced Prices
By John D. Davis
Cloth, $3.00. Half leather, $4.00. Full morocco, $7.50.
A satisfying library of Bible information is found in this
fourth revised edition, which is now selling a t reduced prices
The 856 pages contain 6,000 articles, 229 good illustrations,
and accurate colored maps. The articles cover the contents of
the canonical books of the Old and New Testaments in both
the King J a m e s a n d Revised Versions, together with the First
Book of the Maccabees in the Revised Version. The articles
on the books of the Old and New Testaments have been elaborated and often enlarged, in order to show the place which the
books have occupied in the life of the Church and to exhibit
the personal t r a i t s of the writers. Meanings and pronunciations of proper names, genealogical description of persons, and
locations of places add to the value of this comprehensive
dictionary.
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